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The last few months have been an incredibly sad time 
for our family. Chris and I were present when our 
beloved daughter-in-law passed into the presence of 

her Saviour, Jesus, on 2nd January. She had suffered from 
cancer for a good few years and �inally lost the �ight. Lydia 
was our son, Mark’s wife, and mother to three of our many 
grandchildren. Mark rides a Kawasaki ZZR1400 so is pretty 
level-headed. He has handled himself exceptionally well 
during this time.

I am aware that there are quite a few of our CMA members 
who have recently lost loved ones – but when it’s one’s own 
family, you know personally how much it hurts. And it really 
does. 

The reality is, where Lydia is concerned, since she had a very 
personal relationship with Father God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we know she has not passed from life to death; 
rather, from life, through death to eternal life. We will 
without doubt see her again. This is the hope we have as 
born-again believers in the Lord Jesus – it’s more than hope, 
rather a glorious expectation of His promise to ‘go and 
prepare a place for you’.  John 14:2, 3.

Chris and I can not question God in all this – His ways are 
higher than ours, so He knows what He’s doing. Isaiah 55:9. 
We have to trust Him and be content that He sees the whole 
of the picture, not just a few pixels of our tiny bit of the 
screen.

We �ind comfort in Isaiah’s prophecy concerning Jesus – 
‘Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows…’
Isaiah 53:4. We do not bear our grief alone.

If you are grieving the loss of a loved one, we grieve with you. 
The Lord is good – blessed be the name of the Lord.

John
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“For My 
thoughts are 

not your 
thoughts, nor 
are your ways 
My ways,” says 

the LORD.

“For as the 
heavens are 
higher than 

the earth, so 
are My ways 
higher than 

your ways, and 
My thoughts 

than your 
thoughts.”

Isaiah 55:8, 9 NKJV
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I love the account of Zacchaeus in Luke 19:1-10. He 
was a short, wealthy, chief tax collector – wealthy 
because he was corrupt and ripped people off. Tax 
collectors were hated and seen as traitors working for 
the Roman Empire. But one day Jesus was passing 
through Jericho where Zacchaeus lived, and he was 
intrigued by the rumours he had heard about Jesus. 

But he couldn’t see him because everyone 
was taller than he was. Then Zacchaeus did 
something extraordinary – he laid aside his 
reputa�on in the community and climbed a 
sycamore tree to get to know who this Jesus 
was. I imagine he tried to hide amongst the 
branches so that no one would see him, but 
he underes�mated who Jesus was – nothing 
could be hidden from Him, not even his sin. 

Verses 5 and 6 read, ‘Jesus looked up at 
Zacchaeus and called him by name.
“Zacchaeus, quick, come down! I must be a 
guest in your home today.” Zacchaeus quickly 
climbed down and took Jesus to his house in 
great excitement and joy.’ 

Jesus was a guest in Zacchaeus’ home. 
Simply, the presence of Jesus turned his life 
upside down. He was convicted of his sin and 
chose to give back all the money he had 
stolen, four �mes more. 

The final verse in this passage is, ‘For the Son 
of Man came to seek and save those who are 
lost.’

Jesus and his followers were passing through 
Jericho were Zacchaeus lived. Mike and the 
VMCC were passing through Castleton where 
Sandy and I live. On both occasions the 
presence of Jesus made all the difference. 

We were delighted to meet up with Hugh at 
Mike’s thanksgiving and we invited him to 
come and visit us again the next �me the 
VMCC plan to ride through our village. He will 
always be 
welcome, 
and a plate 
of scones 
will be 
wai�ng. 

God Bless 
you, 

Mike and 
Sandy✞
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It was a wonderful service that reflected 
Mike’s life of faith, his humour, his 
passion for vintage and classic 
motorcycles and his desire to share what 
Jesus had done in his life. 

That day Sandy and I had fond memories 
of Mike visi�ng our home with his friend 
Hugh. Mike was a long term member of 
the VMCC (Vintage Motor Cycle Club) and 
each year the club would camp for the 
weekend at Oliver’s Mount in 
Scarborough. They always had a ride out 
over the North York Moors which passed 

our house in the village of Castleton, near 
Whitby. On that day Mike and Hugh 
would ride their matching red 500cc 
Morini motorcycles, arriving at our house 
before the parade so that we could all sit 
together in the front garden ea�ng a 
batch of Sandy’s scones (with jam and 
cream), drinking tea, waving at the bikes 

as they passed. Sandy and 
I were in awe of Mike and 
Hugh’s knowledge of the 
bikes – they both had 
incredible memories and 
stories to tell of past 
adventures. The 
conversa�on always 
naturally turned to what 
Jesus was doing in our 
lives and ended with a 
prayer for their safe 
onward journey. 

You see, Mike always 
brought Hugh to our 
home because he was 
eager for his friend to 
know about Jesus. Our 
�me together wasn’t 
staged, it was four friends 
si�ng in the sunshine, 

ea�ng the best 
scones in 
England, but 
Jesus was there 
too. 

I’ve o�en 
thought of the meals Jesus had with people, 
some of them loved Him, some would be 
scep�cal, some wanted to know more. In one 
sense it didn’t ma�er what the actual meal 
consisted of, it may have been their version of 
scones, or simply bread, what ma�ered and 
made all the difference, was Jesus was there. 

Just a Plate of Scones and Two Morinis
On the 16th January Sandy and I travelled to Wollaston in 
Northamptonshire to a�end the Thanksgiving Service for Mike 
Sharp from Bedford Branch. The church was packed with family, 
friends and CMA members who all knew him well.

A Plate of Scones and 
Two Morinis
Mike Fitton, National Chairman, CMA UK
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Colin Brown, MAG’s Director of Campaigns and 
Poli�cal Engagement said:

“This is a tremendous victory for motorcyclists across 
the Liverpool City Region and proves what can be 
achieved through persistent, evidence-based 
campaigning. The decision will make a real difference 
to thousands of riders who use these roads daily and 
will par�cularly help vital services like the Merseyside 
and Cheshire Blood Bikes get to hospitals faster.”

“We're pleased to see the Combined Authority taking 
this coordinated approach to bus lane policy. It's 
exactly the kind of consistency that the Department 
for Transport called for when they published the 
outcome of their default access consulta�on – even 
though they stopped short of making it na�onal policy, 
they commi�ed to working with metro mayors to 
ensure consistency across regions. Liverpool City 
Region is now leading the way in showing how this can 
be done.”

At today's Combined Authority mee�ng, the 
coordinated bus lane policy was approved as part of a 
wider enforcement framework designed to bring 
consistency across the region, replacing the current 

‘patchwork of different rules’ that has confused road 
users.

The decision aligns with the Department for 
Transport's guidance, which gives local authori�es 
flexibility to allow motorcyclists to use bus lanes. 
While the DfT's recent consulta�on on default access 
to bus lanes stopped short of making this a na�onal 
policy, they commi�ed to working with metro mayors 
and combined authori�es to ensure consistency across 
regions.

While the Combined Authority has now approved the 
coordinated approach, each individual local authority 
will manage implementa�on. MAG will be contac�ng 
all six councils to discuss �melines for implemen�ng 
the new policy, which will require updates to local 
Traffic Regula�on Orders.

This success represents a significant step forward in 
MAG's na�onal campaign for default motorcycle 
access to bus lanes across the UK and demonstrates 
the model other combined authori�es and metro 
mayors could follow.

ENDS

The Motorcycle Ac�on Group (MAG) has today (23rd January 2026) welcomed the Liverpool City 
Region Combined Authority's decision to approve recommenda�ons allowing motorcycles to use 
bus lanes across the en�re city region.
Liverpool City Region has become the first combined authority in the UK to approve a 
coordinated, region-wide policy on motorcycle bus lane access, with the decision applying 
uniformly across all six cons�tuent local authori�es: Liverpool, Wirral, Se�on, Knowsley, St 
Helens, and Halton. The policy will apply to all exis�ng bus lanes and any future bus lane 
infrastructure across the city region.
The decision follows a sustained campaign led by MAG's Wirral representa�ve David Pearson, 
who presented the case to Wirral Council's Transport Commi�ee in October 2025. The proposal 
was subsequently recommended to the Combined Authority by the Transport Commi�ee on 
18th September 2025.
Benefits of the policy include:

• Reduced conges�on
• Shorter journey �mes for riders in congested traffic condi�ons
• Enhanced emergency response �mes for services such as Merseyside and 

Cheshire Blood Bikes
• Safer journeys for motorcyclists in the region

News from MAG
Press Release
Victory: Liverpool City Region to Open Bus Lanes to Motorcycles
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The Bible says: ‘Seek and you will find’ 
St Ma�hew chapter 7, verse 7
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The scripture I have to share with to you all 
comes from Paul's first letter to the church in 
Corinth, chapter 9, verses 20-22.

‘To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to 
win Jews. To those under the law I became 
as one under the law (though not being 
myself under the law) that I might win those 
under the law. To those outside the law I 
became as one outside the law (not being 
outside the law of God but under the law of 
Christ) that I might win those outside the 
law. To the weak I became weak, that I 
might win the weak. I have become all 
things to all people, that by all means I 
might save some.’

Paul's words here are a powerful guide for anyone 
who wants to share the Gospel. He wasn't talking 
about giving up his faith or compromising the 
truth. Instead, he was talking about meeting 
people where they are. He adjusted his approach, 
his style and his language to build a bridge to 
others for the sake of the Gospel. He recognised 
that you can't reach people if you can't relate to 
them, and that love requires us to step out of our 
comfort zone and into theirs. This is the very 
essence of motorcycle ministry.

Our community is often misunderstood by those 
outside of it. The bikes, the leather, the patches—
they all represent a culture with its own language, 
its own codes and its own deep sense of family. 
It’s a culture built on trust, respect and loyalty. If 
we, as believers, just show up expecting everyone 
to understand our christian jargon or our church 
traditions, we'll hit a dead end faster than a flat 
tyre.

Paul’s lesson is to become ‘all things to all people’. 
Think about what this means for us. It means 
being a biker among bikers. It means 
understanding the difference between a cruiser 
and a sports bike. It means knowing the freedom 
of the open road and the camaraderie of a long 
ride. It means earning the right to be heard by 
living among the people we want to reach.

This principle is echoed in the words of Jesus 
Himself in John 13:35, where He says: ‘By this all 
people will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another’. The way we love and 
interact with those in the biker community—with 
genuine friendship and without judgement—is 

our primary witness. It’s the first step in building a 
bridge to the Gospel.

Sometimes, the most important ministry is simply 
to be present. It's not always about having the 
perfect answer or a ready-made sermon. It’s 
about showing up consistently to a bike night, a 
rally, or a community event and just being there. 
Our presence alone can be a powerful testimony 
to God's love. It shows people that we see them, 
that we care about them and that they're a part of 
a community that matters, a community loved by 
God. We can build trust with a simple handshake, 
an offer to help with a wrench or just a listening 
ear. These small acts of kindness and consistency 
speak volumes and pave the way for deeper 
conversations later on.

This is what James meant in his letter when he 
wrote, in chapter 2, verse 17: ‘So also faith by 
itself, if it does not have works, is dead’. Our faith 
isn’t just a belief system; it’s a lifestyle of action. 
Our ‘works’ in this context are our acts of being 
present, our listening, our sharing of a meal—they 
are the tangible ways we demonstrate our love 
and live out our faith. They are the evidence of our 
belief and the foundation upon which trust is 
built.

We are under the law of Christ, which is to love 
God and love our neighbour. Our mission is to 
meet people on their terms, to speak their 
language and to become a trusted friend, so that 
when the time is right we can share the hope and 
salvation we have in Jesus. It's not about being 
fake; it's about being genuine and relatable.

We have an incredible opportunity to take the 
message of Christ to a community that 
desperately needs hope. Let's make sure we're 
not putting up a barrier with our words or actions. 
Instead, let's become a bridge, a steady presence 
and a source of genuine love.

A closing prayer:
Dear Lord, thank you for the heart of Paul, who was 
willing to set aside his own comfort to reach the lost. 
Help us to ride with purpose, to be a listening ear, and 
to love with abandon, so that many may come to 
know you. Give us opportunities at the Nomad’s Rally 
and help us plant the seeds of your love. Keep us safe 
on the road and help us be your hands and feet.

 Amen.✞

All Things to All People
Tim Stakesby-Lewis, Hants & Dorset E ver had a bad day? Glad if you 

don’t, but I have a few every now 
and then. I found out that most of 

my bad days are caused by people. Since 
I am a ‘people’, I have to admit that my 
contribu�on to ‘my’ bad day usually 
comes from inside me! When I have a 
bad day my wife used to say ‘Werner, be 
nice!’ That wouldn’t be so hard seeing 
that our Church is full of nice people, so 
is our CMA branch. Really nice people! 
So, one would assume it would be easy 
to be nice. The problem is that someone 
once gave me the defini�on of N.I.C.E as 
meaning: Neuro�c-Insecure-Cha�y and Emo�onal. 

Since he was a pastor-friend who said that too many 
Chris�ans are too nice to be true, I decided that from 
that day onward I wasn’t gonna be nice any more. 
Since I’m neither neuro�c nor insecure and a man of 
few words, etc., I tried hard not to be nice anymore. 
But when it came to the implementa�on of it, I could 

not stop myself from saying to my neighbours ‘have a 
nice day’, wishing travellers to ‘have a nice trip’ and 
saying ‘that’s nice’ when nice things happened. Believe 
it or not, I find it hard not to be nice. (Some of my 
friends would disagree and say that I find it hard to be 
nice. I know who you are :-)

But there are days that are not nice, when nothing 
feels nice and the people you meet don’t seem nice at 
all. On one of those days I changed into my biker gear, 
that tells the story, ‘do not approach’ (this may be the 
reason why some folks in our branch call me 
‘hooligan’) and rode to my favourite viewpoint. When I 
arrived it was quiet and nice, even though I didn’t feel 
‘nice’ and didn’t want to be par�cularly nice to 
anyone. 

On that viewpoint are five benches well spaced out. I 
chose the middle one. Looking to the right, two empty 
benches. Looking to the le�, two benches, no one 
there. The sun was shining, the birds were singing, the 
atmosphere was divine. Quiet. No people, no one 
there I have to be nice to. Wonderful! Si�ng there in 
my forbidding biker gear, baseball cap, shades, with 
my t-shirt saying something nice (not), eyes closed, I 
was beginning to feel nice. Arghh.

Just when I thought this bad day was beginning to 
become nice, I heard a voice very close by, “excuse me, 
could we sit with you please?” I looked to the right, 
two empty benches. I looked to the le�, two benches, 
no one there. In front of me stood an older couple 
who wanted to sit with me, when all the other 
benches were empty and far enough away from this 
not so nice looking biker in his hooligan ou�it.

I made room and before long I was in a wonderful 
conversa�on with two lovely people who did not know 
or even believe in God. Forgo�en was the bad day, as 
this mee�ng and conversa�on was clearly ini�ated by 
God who is not limited by our nega�ve feeling or our 
bad a�tudes. If He would be hindered by our 
struggling humanity He would not be God. If His saving 
grace would only func�on if we get it together, all 
would be lost. If God had to wait to do His miracles 
un�l we are nice, then He would have to wait forever! 
On that lonely viewpoint, God poured out His loving 
word. 

A�er a li�le while the couple got up and thanked me 
for a wonderful conversa�on saying wis�ully “I wish I 
(we) could believe like you”. They walked away with 
the knowledge that they can! As I watched them walk 
away I was aware that they walked toward the end of 
their journey, having been touched with the sunshine 
of God’s love through a biker that had a bad day! On 
my way home I rode with tears in my eyes knowing 
that God met me on that lonely viewpoint and shone 
His light into the hearts of fellow pilgrims on the road 
to eternity. By doing so, He turned my bad day into a 
wonderful celebra�on of His faithfulness.

That was nice, don’t you think? ✞

A Bad Day with a Good Ending
Werner Oder, Hants & Dorset

(on the Open Road)
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Mike sent me a request to buy tickets from 
someone who had bought them, but was then 
unable to attend. Supported and encouraged 

by my wife and others, we bought them. So, the 
Thursday to Sunday and a trail ticket. With a little 
trepidation I ignored the warnings from ABR that 
resold tickets were not valid. I prayed and waited. Nine 
o’clock I joined the scattered bikes parked in a field 
near the temporary ticket offices, read and filled out 
the disclaimers, then joined the queue for the stickers 
which passed as tickets, that could be easily be read 
and stuck on the bike by the marshals. Not only did I 
get my ticket (praise God) but when I mentioned I had 
been having doubts about using the trail ticket due to 
a recent problem with my 
leg and after reading the 
disclaimer, I was told I 
could easily sell. Sell it I 
did, easily not so. 

Off onto the vast camping 
areas to pick a site. This 
time I camped away from 
the others (I am not on ‘wots up’) but this did give 
some opportunities to mix with other campers a bit, 
including the first attempt to sell that ticket to a friend 
of my neighbour. I put up my tent (kindly donated by 
campers at Into the Valley that didn’t know how to 
repair a tent). Then off to find the CMA stall. This gave 
me a chance to find nearly everything else first. I met 
many old friends (and a few younger ones) which is 
always good. The stall was wonderful and the new 
banner tied to a bike was a good starting point for 
some and something to ponder for others, some of 

whom returned as the words spoke to them. One or 
two Christian bikers (or not) came up and shared a 
little fellowship with us, this is always pleasant and 
one gave his details to me to pass on to the Devon and 
Cornwall Branch.

When not on duty there were more bikes to look at 
than one could possibly imagine. Royal Enfield had a 
good selection on a large footprint. There were many 
old names now getting bikes made in cheaper 
countries. The BSAs made a grand sight when they all 
set off on a trail together. On the camping field I was 
interested in this novel (to me anyway) ‘hand’ brake 
using the foot pedal and a wedge (see below – Ed). 

Food stalls were aplenty 
and of course the 
interviews and films of 
travellers of fame great and 
small. The best supported 
stalls were the drinks and 
ice creams as it was rather 
warm!

How much it costs depends on what you compare it 
with. My weekend with the REOC* near Alcester was 
£7 a night for a small tent. If going to the cinema is 
about £15 an hour (my guess) then £540 comes in a 
bit expensive for three days of just sitting and 
watching. At ABR you are in the action at about half 
the price.

I will be there next year. Please pray for me and the 
rest of the team. Will you be there too?✞

*  Royal Enfield Owners’ Club

My First ABR Event
Brian Jenner, Gloucester Branch

You may have read in the last edition of Chainlink how four of us went into Romania and Serbia 
ministering in the prisons and other venues. It was an amazing experience and worthy of 
repeating. We will be going back in May 2026.

When you sometimes think that things can’t get any better, with God they often do.

The same four of us went into HMP Dovegate a few weeks ago. We knew we would be leading two 
services on the Sunday morning but didn’t really know what to expect, however we serve a God of 
the unexpected, a God of miracles.

Thirty minutes before the first service was due to begin two prisoners came across to pray for us 
and to pray with us. They were praying for REVIVAL. They believed that God wanted to do a revival 
in the prison. We believe that too.

The first group of fifteen came in for the 9am service, mainly Christian prisoners. Worship was led 
by a guy with a broken guitar, no one sang in tune, any tune, but the Holy Spirit moved. Signs and 
wonders follow the preaching of the Word Of God. DO YOU BELIEVE THAT? Five men, the only 
unsaved in that first meeting, gave their hearts to Christ. Could it get any better.

The second service started at 10.15 a.m. with the same broken guitar but with thirty-five men 
attending. The sound of singing blew the roof off the prison chapel. Testimonies, preaching and 
when you looked at the men, many were in tears including the Chaplain. God was at work. Thirty 
more men gave their hearts to Christ with tears flowing. One man starting a twenty-five year 
minimum stretch was able to shout that it didn’t matter how long he was in jail because he had got 
Christ.

Remember, this all started with two prisoners praying for and believing God for a revival. Do we 
believe in a God of revivals? Start praying and don’t stop.

We are going back into Dovegate soon and the Chaplain there will open the gates into other 
prisons too.

I want to finish by thanking Andrew from East Mids CMA for his support and taking a box of fifty 
Bibles to the prison. Andrew, they have all gone, so more please!

Be blessed,

Colin ✞

HMP Dovegate
Colin Pownall, North Cheshire

HMP Dovegate
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It is good to affirm the richness and blessings we see in each other.
The Bible says that each one is gifted and blessed to encourage each other in our place 
in the body of Christ, (1 Thessalonians 5:11, “Therefore encourage one another and build 
each other up, just as in fact you are doing”, and Hebrews 10:24-25, “And let us consider 
how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching.”) but also that we are to be friends closer than 
blood brothers/sisters. Proverbs 18:24, “One who has unreliable friends soon comes to 
ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.”

An Exercise
I would like to encourage you to take some time in your next branch meeting to affirm 
one another in who they are in Christ and what they bring to CMA and the branch, 
whether they have been in CMA for ten days or ten years (or more!). Romans 15:2 
reads, “Each of us should please our neighbours for their good, to build them up.”  And, 
Romans 1:11-12 , “I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make 
you strong – that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.”

Let everyone around the table give one blessing about each person and think of at 
least seven blessings for each person in total.

For example, think of their good attributes within the following contexts:

The first to…

The last to…

The one who will…

The one who will not…

The one who can be relied upon to do…

Think of some of your own good attributes based on what you see in each other.

Each person is to write their ‘good attributes’ down so that they can look at those 
blessings and let them reaffirm them throughout the year.

This is our prayer for you all, please pass this on to the whole team in this meeting and 
those that support you: Philippians 1:3-6, “I thank my God every time I remember you. In 
all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the 
Gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that He who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”✞

Encouraging One Another
Sandy Fitton, North York Moors & Coast

It’s that dreaded word again – how many times have you 
heard the words, ‘I am no good at evangelism’, in our 
church life or the life of CMA.
Well, I am here to give you the confidence to approach sharing God’s 
word in whatever way you can. We can’t all be soap box evangelists. 
God didn’t make us that way. 
Who uses eBay? Most of us I am sure – it’s amazing what bargains lie 
in the eBay adds, bargains you didn’t know existed, never mind 
needed. 
But what has eBay got to do with evangelism? Well, I will tell you.
Shortly after Christmas one of our granddaughters arrived at our 
home to show off the presents Santa had delivered. She had a box 
with a model caravan in it. She had left it so that granddad could help 
her put it together. We are useful for some things, believe me. 
Let construction commence. What became apparent was, even 
though the caravan had a tow bar she didn’t have a tow vehicle. 
So, granddad found, and ordered one from eBay.
It duly arrived in very quick time and inside the package was a set of 
felt tipped pens and couple of other items, free of charge.
This is where the evangelism comes in, although this was God’s work 
not mine, in fact it was totally unexpected.
If you use eBay you will know you are invited to give feedback on 
your purchases. I gave a good, extended report on the item and the 
service the seller provided.
I was surprised when the seller contacted me through the messages 
section. The seller, a lady, thanked me for my positive feedback. She 
went on to say her daughter had read my reply, pointing out there 
were some good people in life. It transpires the family was going 
through a rough time. She had very recently lost her brother, her 
mother and, as you can imagine, was distraught and wasn’t seeing 
any light in her world.
I added how sorry I was to hear her news telling her that God was 
with her through the bad times as well as the good. I wrote as if I 
was writing to another Christian, introducing God into the equation. 
We mustn’t ever forget, God has been there first.
Her reply thanked me for my concern, saying she wished there were 
more people in the world who cared, and how my reply (God’s reply) 
had made her and her daughter cry with happiness, not sadness. That 
was New Year’s Eve.
A week later, I dropped her another message, simply saying, ‘I was 
thinking of her and her family and passed on God’s love, blessings 
and hope for 2026.
God has ways of moving in ways we never thought possible. Who 
would have thought a positive comment on eBay would bring a family 
nearer to Jesus.
So, when God puts someone on your radar, respond in whatever way 
you are guided. God doesn’t ask you to do things you can’t do, only 
thing’s he knows you can do.
Don’t be shy, be blessed, Della (my wife) and I were.
God bless you, and have a great and God filled 2026.✞

evangelism
Paul Wedgwood, North York Moors & Coast
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Background
I had just returned from a short secondment, 
working as an accountant in California and 
moved into a new home in September 2003, 
when l hit my head for a third time. I was 
hanging curtains, balancing with one foot on 
the window ledge and the other on the edge of 
the sofa. As I finished, l jumped off and hit the 
side of my head on a cement beam. I fell on the 
floor, but was not unconscious. Two weeks 
later, my wife finally persuaded me to visit the 
hospital, where I was told to take two 
paracetamol tablets and not worry about it.

The injury
I was concussed for about two weeks, and was 
not able to return to work for three years. I 
suffered from severe headaches, extreme 
fatigue, dizziness, irrational judgement and 
rapid mood swings, and my short term memory 
was very poor. At conversational level, I had 
forgotten the question as soon as it was posed, 
so my wife, Charlotte, would ask me questions 
several times over.
However, I was misdiagnosed for nearly two 
years, until my employer sent me to a Harley 
Street specialist. He immediately diagnosed 
that l had brain damage (my mathematical 
ability, even to count coins in my hand, was 
now very poor, a big problem for an 
accountant!) and had broken the part of the 
inner ear which the brain uses to automatically 
balance the body. This, in part, explained the 

dizziness and fatigue. Unfortunately, in both 
cases the injuries were incurable, although I 
did undergo specialised physiotherapy to help 
with the balance problems.

Healing
Nearly three years after I hit my head, I felt 
God say that I needed to ask for healing, 
following the example given in James 5:14-16,

‘ls anyone of you sick? He should call the elders 
of the church to pray over him and anoint him 
with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer 
offered in faith will make him well; the Lord will 
raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be 
forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each 
other and pray for each other so that you may 
be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is 
powerful and effective.’
Being intensely private (more so since the 
injury), l was not at all happy with the idea, but 
I also knew that I had to ask the vicar to come 
and pray for God to heal me. It was a very 
strong feeling inside that, until I asked, l was 
not going to be at peace. I even remember 
asking God if He wouldn't just like to heal me 
quietly, as I knew one of the first things l 
would probably have to do is stand up at the 
front of church and tell everyone what God had 
done. Eventually, after many days of increasing 
unpeacefulness, l asked the the vicar to come. 
Having a full diary, he could not fit me in until 
two weeks later. We thought this was an 
eternity, but God used the time very 

(Reproduced from the Summer 2010 issue of Chainlink)

I was brought up in a family which has always been enthusiastic about 
anything on wheels. Early memories include learning to drive on disused 
runways, or being whizzed around the countryside, with my sister and 
me squashed into a tiny sidecar. And I loved being picked up from school 
in big wagons. As I grew, I finally graduated to riding pillion on dad's 
BMW tourer, and spent happy hours pretending to drive on two and four 
wheels without ever leaving the garage. Unfortunately, by the time I 
was old enough to ride for myself, I had had my first serious head injury, 
rugby induced, which meant my parents banned me from going on two 
wheels. A second head injury at University two years later caused 
further damage, until finally an innocuous incident six years ago left me 
really poorly.

Healing
Peter Smith, (old) North East Derbyshire Branch

specifically to build our faith and trust that He 
was about to heal me. We also found we were 
given specific opportunities to tell friends 
about it, before it happened, so that when it 
did they would believe. God's timing is perfect.
On 13 th September 2006, the vicar and curate 
came to pray with us. It was quite quiet, 
without incident until the vicar, in the midst of 
praying, said, “and we claim Your healing of 
Peter, in the name of Jesus.” At that moment, I 
felt a really sharp pain in my inner ear and God 
healed me.

Confounding the Doctors 
Although nothing spectacular had happened 
during the prayers, and I did not immediately 
feel ‘healed’, it was clear to friends and family 
that something had changed. On the phone 
later that evening, a friend remarked that she 
could hear it in my voice, that the old Peter 
was back. l already had another physio 

appointment booked in for ten days later. I 
took Charlotte with me to help explain what 
had happened. My physio was so startled that 
she immediately hooked me up to her 
computer to test my balance. She was 
astounded to find that from failing the tests 
last time, l passed them with balance 
equivalent to a professional athlete! She could 
not think of a medical explanation as to why it 
had happened (apart from God healing me), 
but was very happy to sign me off as healed. 
My memory and brain functions had also 
returned to normal, much easier for everyone 
to see. 
Incidentally, l  did have to stand up at the front 
of church and explain what God had done. And 
l have been telling anyone who asks about it 
ever since!

Finally learning to ride
A year after I was healed, I followed a dear 
friend's example and booked some bike 
lessons. I loved it, although my six-foot five 
frame struggled to perform a u-turn on a 125cc 
on the initial test day. I finally managed it when 
I sat on the pillion seat, allowing the 
handlebars freedom to turn without bashing 
my knees! I now have a wonderful bright 
yellow BMW GS, and love riding it.
My last decent ride took me to Doncaster to a 
Biker Blessing Service at which CMA were well 
represented. I was moved by Mike Fitton’s talk 
about the Biker Bible, and CMA‘s earnest desire 
to reach a group of society that normal 
churches are unlikely to reach. This was 
profoundly shown to me as I rode home. I was 
about to make the final right turn off the main 
road near my home, when my path was blocked 
by a procession of hundreds of Harleys. I had 
to wait for minutes until finally one of the 
riders flashed me across. Jesus’ words in Luke 
10:2 immediately took on a new significance.

“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 
send out workers into his harvest field.”
May God continue to bless the work of CMA, 
and raise up many workers to send into the 
harvest field.✞
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The Unchanging Promises of God
Tanas Alqassis, Thames Valley

F acing an uncertain future, we 
find stability not in our own 

understanding but in the unchanging 
promises of God. The world will always 
present variables we cannot control: 
surprises, loss and questions that have no 
easy answer. Yet faith in God offers an 
anchor: truth we can cling to when everything 
around us shifts. Below are four such constants 
from Scripture that anchor our hearts and shape 
how we live amid the unknown.

God’s Sovereignty and Wisdom 

“Praise be to the name of God for ever 
and ever; wisdom and power are his. 
He changes times and seasons… He 
reveals deep and hidden things; he 
knows what lies in darkness, and light 
dwells with him.” (Daniel 2:20–22)

Sovereignty and wisdom belong to God 
alone. We won’t always understand why 
things happen and acceptance can be 
hard. But worship – recognizing ‘You 
are God and we are not’ reorients us. 
Apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans 
reminds us of God’s inscrutable wisdom 
and authority: “For from Him and 
through Him and for Him are all 
things, to Him be the glory forever!”
(Romans 11:36). 

Our rest is not in passivity but in 
diligent responsibility; do your duty, 
strive faithfully and entrust what you 
cannot control to the One on the 
throne.

God’s Goodness

“The Lord is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger and 
rich in love.  The Lord upholds all 
who fall and lifts up all who are 
bowed down.  The Lord is near to all 
who call on him in truth.” (Psalm 
145:8–9, 14–18)

These verses reveal the heart of God. 
Even when we don’t feel it, when pain 
or confusion cloud our days, God’s 
goodness remains true. Sometimes 
hardship exists within God’s wise 
purposes, but that does not negate His 
character. Trust is the posture that 
holds firm – whatever comes, we can 
say, “The Lord is good.”

God’s Justice

“Let not the wise boast of their 
wisdom… but let the one who boasts 
boast about this: that they have the 
understanding to know me… who 
exercises kindness, justice and 

righteousness on earth.” (Jeremiah 
9:23–24)

Belief in God calls us to remember His 
justice as well as His mercy. Faith 
requires patience but not resignation in 
the face of wrong. Scripture commends 
persistence, like the widow who kept 
pleading for justice, affirming that trust 
in God sustains our hope for rightness 
and redress. We are called to work for 
justice, secure in the knowledge that 
God’s moral order is real.

God’s Love

“Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? For I am convinced that neither 
death nor life… will be able to separate 
us from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:35, 38–39)

Commit these verses to memory. They 
are not promises of life without 
hardship but of love that endures 
through hardship. Trials do not mean 
abandonment; they are occasions to 
experience God’s steadfast affection. 
Romans goes on: “Who will bring any 
charge against those whom God has 
chosen? It is God who justifies.” 
Christ’s intercession secures us –
nothing in all creation can sever the 
bond of God’s love.

Conclusion

These promises are not dependent on 
headlines, trends or calendar years. 
Whether the coming months bring 
clarity or chaos, the sovereignty, 
goodness, justice, and love of God 
remain fixed. They are the anchors for 
our lives, steadying truths we can build 
on as we face the uncertainties of 2026 
and beyond. Live faithfully, love 
courageously, smile, be kind, help 
others and rest in the unchanging 
promises and character of God. ✞
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Riding with the Holy Spirit
Dave Finan, North Yorks Moors & Coast

Jesus said, “I am going to the Father, but you must 
remain in Jerusalem until the Counsellor/Holy Spirit 
comes upon you and anoints you to do the work of 
the Kingdom.” John 16:13

The disciples had a promise of the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, a certainty of its arrival before their mission 
and ministry and an assurance of not having to go it 
alone!. Was the gift only given at the time of their 
initial belief/conversion? Was the gift given later in 
their walk with God? Was the gift only given for the 
disciples at that time period to build the kingdom? 
Are there reasons for these differences?

God wants you to be led by the Holy Spirit, Jesus has 
told us the Spirit is a guide.

Did the disciples achieve the gift by their works? Did 
the disciples see a need and decide to just go off and 
do what they saw as good action to meet that need? 
Did they say goodbye to Jesus and that was that, 
taking a view that their own efforts would build the 
Kingdom and they just needed to share a message 
of salvation through Jesus? No – they were 
instructed to wait for the promise, it was not to be 
earned, or grieved for, or bought in some earthly 
way. The Holy Spirit is a counsellor, an enabler, 
telling of things yet to come and bringing all truth.

It took me many years to truly understand this gift 
of the Spirit, and the requirement to wait. I recently 
viewed a podcast about the Holy Spirit and I would 
like to share the content with you all, as in my view 
it helps our understanding of the Spirit and the 
journey through which all Christian brothers and 
sisters can receive the gift to enable their journey 
and mission in Christ. 

Surrender
Through prayer and self sacrifice, give all your plans 
and desires to Jesus, not our will but His be done in 
our lives. We surrender to his plan and purpose for 

our lives. This can be 
scary as we are giving 
up control, but in 
doing so we can be 
more open to the 
Spirit’s leading and we 
have assurance that 
He will never leave us 
or fail us, and our 
earthly plans are 
nothing compared to 
his Kingdom plan for 
our lives. Surrender – 
my time, my 
resources, my 
finances, my 
relationships, my job, 
my family, my 
decision-making and 
self will. It is not 
wrong to have plans 
or desires in our lives, 
however we must put 
these under His 
authority. Luke 2:22.

Obey
What is God saying to you? When the Spirit gives 
instruction do not ignore it. 1 Samuel 15:22. Hear and 
heed the Holy Spirit. Are you willing to hear and to 
obey? Where is God leading you? A willingness to 
follow through. 

Sensitive to the Spirit
Be prepared to listen to the guidance of the Spirit, 
the still small voice, what pictures have you been 
given in your mind? What words have you been 
given, a phrase, a sentence. Remove sin from your 
life do not give in to the flesh. What situations or 
people has God laid on your heart? What action is He 

Like me you also may have been confused by the biblical 
accounts of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. As a new Christian 
over 30 years ago, I could see that some Christian brothers 
and sisters had some gifts of the Holy Spirit (discerning of 
spirits, speaking in tongues, words of prophecy, words of 
knowledge, etc.) whilst others did not appear to have these 
gifts (which I understood were gifts for all who believe).

asking you to undertake? Is it to give? Is it to pray? Is 
it to engage? Is it to come alongside? Ask the Spirit 
to help you to discern. Galatians 5:15-17. Repent and 
fast.

Faith

Walk by faith and not by sight. The Spirit leads and 
we exercise faith as we don’t have the details or the 
full picture. Details first then obey? No, we move 
without doubts as we are believers who act in faith. 
Ask for the gift of the Spirit, expect the gift of the 
Spirit, ask others to pray with you for the gift to be 
made manifest in your life. More understanding will 
come through our faith. 

Filled with the Spirit
Ephesians 5:17: Seek gifts such as prophecy, 
speaking in tongues, etc. Jesus was filled with the 
Spirit in the Jordan baptism and was then moved by 
the Spirit in the book of Acts. You become more 
attuned to the Holy Spirit. Whatever leads you fills 
you, whatever fills you leads you. When you praise 
God you are filled with the Holy Spirit, when you 
attend Church you are filled with the Holy Spirit, 
when you speak in tongues you are filled by the 
Holy Spirit, when you read the Word you are filled 
by the Holy Spirit.

Renewal of Your Mind
Romans 2:12, The carnal mind resists the Holy Spirit. 
Romans 8:7 A renewed mind allows us to align with 
the will of God and be sensitive to his purpose and 
plans. We begin to see the world as Jesus sees the 
world. When we believe we become a new creation 
and have a new heart, but without a new mind we 
are still held captive by the world.  

Immersed in the Word
Read the bible, meditate on the Word, seek 
understanding. Allow the Word of God to permeate 
your soul, change your nature, renew you. Psalm 
119:105, become more grounded in the Word, after 
all the Holy Spirit stirred the writers of the Bible and 
therefore you cannot help but know the Holy Spirit 
in reading the Word. 

Recap
What you are filled by, you are led by. Hear, 
understand and walk.

I hope that this assists you in your walk and ride 
with Jesus and the Holy Spirit, and enables you to 
engage in the work of the Kingdom.✞
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Lest we Forget
George Laws, Tyne & Wear

When they eventually hit the coast, the weather 
changed again as the sun rose in the sky. It warmed 
the landscape and those that traversed it. He 
couldn’t help looking out to sea as the candy floss 
clouds fizzled out to nothing. The stars disappeared 
and the sky cleared almost instantaneously. It was 
as if they were racing to meet the dawn as the new 
day was born. Moments later as he reached Noses 
Point the Royal Enfield rider could see the sun 
blazing down and lighting up patches of sea. Dark 
blue marked places where the waters deepened but 
the rest was as inviting as a Mediterranean coast 
would be. Despite the obvious beauty a cold icy 
wind, which made landfall off the water, buffered 
them as they made their way down to the centre of 
town.

Pulling up onto a grassy verge they parked their 
bikes and dismounted. Removing their helmets they 
were then faced with the prospect of getting them 
securely inside their back boxes despite all the 
Bibles and crosses they contained. Once secure 
there was only one thing on their mind, a hot cup of 
coffee. With the parade starting early they downed 
their beverage and headed out towards the rear of 

the line. To their astonishment only uniformed 
people were supposed to join the line as it paraded 
around ‘Tommy’, the WW1 statue next to the local 
war memorial. Displaying two white crosses at the 
precaution’s rear they made their way through the 
thousand strong watches and around to the 
memorial. Heads were bowed and flags lowered as 
the bugle played the Last Post. The solemn tone, 
followed by the Reveille, marked the end of the 
day’s activities and the beginning of a period of 
silence.

This was then followed by the laying of the wreaths 
by regimental associations, veterans’ groups, 
schools, the local council and the Christian 
Motorcyclists’ Association. There were only two of 
us but the meaning and feeling of respect was just 
as strong as if there were hundreds of us. Most of 
Tyne & Wear went to their own local memorials but 
all remembered. The wreaths served as a collective 
act of memory and gratitude, reminding everyone of 
the sacrifices made in the past conflicts.  

Once the ceremony was completed it was time to sit 
back and reflect. As both riders sat at Costa enjoying 
a strong, hot latte they remained in silence and 

L eaving the A19, both bikes headed 
towards Seaham Harbour and the 
sea. Fog swept across the road as 

the sun began to rise in the sky. The 
front wheel found a deep puddle, which 
shook the bike as it dropped into it and 
forced its way out the other side. 
Without an intercom system, they 
concentrated on riding, where they were 
and why they were on the road so early 
on a cold Sunday morning. Despite the 
elephant in the room which followed 
them as they rode, they were 
comfortable in the silence. Both riders 
felt warm and relaxed in their armoured 
clothing. The Goldwing rider felt the 
heat generated by the grips, warming his 
hands and body. As he rode, he occasionally looked sideways at the ever-
changing landscape when he could see it, as the fog began to dissipate. 

stared out of the huge glass window onto the sea 
front. The dock lay before them and they could see 
the waves rolling in. It reminded the Goldwing rider 
of a programme he had watched when he was 
young, ‘White Horses’. 

The snowy white horses which stood out against the 
blue of the sea crashed against the side of the 
lighthouse, almost engulfing it in spray. The white 
beasts that made it past the lighthouse crashed in a 
haze of foam on the stony beach below. Out at sea, 
through the still grey mist, Jetten could see several 
tankers and merchant ships laying off, waiting their 
turn to enter the dock. He counted five ghostly 
shapes anchored as sunlight burst through and 
sparkled off the white horses as they rode. 

This was a world he could understand, a day that 
was gentle and warm. So much had happened lately 
and all he wanted to do was get on his iron steed 
and ride away with the sun. He looked out at the 
speeding cars and motorbikes that passed, the 
undulating sea as it crashed into the lighthouse and 
the sky overhead which was greying as if rain could 
happen at any moment. 

In the background he heard the arrival of normality 
as a car, probably full of overly stimulated teens 
judging by the sound of the in-car entertainment 
that exploded in the silence and memory. ‘Wonder 
wall,’ he believed it was called, played so loud you 
could hardly make out the words. Did they stop and 

remember the people who had died for them, those 
that gave up their lives for their freedom? Do they 
know that Jesus gave up his life for the forgiveness 
of their sins? 

As the music broke the peace and silence the two 
riders sipped their coffees and thought. The 
Goldwing rider had never thought of Brit Pop as 
music. He always thought of it as something in the 
background that was slightly annoying but normal. 
He’d listened to heavy metal music since he had 
been a child. That was all they played in garages 
when he had been young. Deep Purple, AC/DC, Iron 
Maiden, UFO and even some of the Prog Rock like 
Jethro Tull had blasted out of radios, CD players and 
even vinyl. Now he spent time in the company of 
Planet Rock listening to all the old favourites and 
some new ones. He’d even been to a few festivals 
and listened to every band playing at biker rallies 
but still couldn’t get his head around Rap, Disco, Brit 
Pop and anything that appeared on ‘Britain’s Got 
Talent’ or ‘The Voice’. He didn’t know what was 
going to happen next in his life, but what he did 
know for certain was that God would be with him 
every step of the way. 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.✞

https://www.bike.org.uk/cma
https://www.bike.org.uk/cma
https://www.bike.org.uk/cma
https://www.bike.org.uk/cma
https://www.bike.org.uk/cma
https://www.bike.org.uk/cma
mailto:chainlink@bike.org.uk
https://www.bike.org.uk/cma


winter 2025-26 www.bike.org.uk/cma 2322 chainlink@bike.org.uk winter 2025-26

CMA HSB had been invited to Dave Palmer’s (Radar) church to take the service and 
introduce Redhill Baptist Church to the 
mission of CMA.

Radar opened the service by showing slides of our mug 
shots at various events and bike meets accompanied by a 
loud rock Christian song.

Jay, (Chairman) shared an in-depth descriptive talk about 
CMA taking some of his script from the CMA website.

David Bonny, our Chaplain followed by giving his 
testimony, which was an amazing intervention by God to 
turn around a young man with a destructive lifestyle to 
give him a new heart and a new lease of life. He followed 
his talk with an invitation for anyone listening who would 
like to know Jesus.

Radar introduced the motorcycles on show and shared a 
story about his misspent youth becoming a teenage biker. 
He then shared how he was ‘tricked’ into attending a 
christian event by his mates who he didn’t realise were 
Christians. Nevertheless, it was a God given opportunity 
and during the couple of nights talks and prayers, his heart 
was set on fire for Jesus and the rest is history.

Jay sang the Gospel song by Don Francisco ‘Come and 
follow me’. We listened intently, such an amazing song. Jay 
did a grand job.

I then, standing in my base layers and socks, dumped my 
bike gear on the floor and engaged the congregation with 
a roving microphone. Then, having seconded a few girls to 
read for me, I gave a talk using Ephesians chapter 6:10-18 about the 
armour of God. After the talk, one by one, the girls read out a prayer 
associated with an item of my clothing. As they read, I duly got dressed. My 
parting remark was, “Prayer is your biggest protection, and for me on the 
bike, (fully dressed) this’ll do”.

Jay then led us in three songs of worship and Radar prayed a final prayer.

We all chatted with a number of the congregation and one lady came to me 
because I had said, “We need to KNOW we are saved”. She said she had 
been a Christian for many years and had grown up in church but she was 
not sure she was saved. The question I always ask is, “Do you remember 
the moment you gave your life to Jesus?” She wasn’t sure – she thought 
she had but couldn’t remember and the past couple of weeks was 
struggling with her faith. We talked; I prayed, she prayed and recommitted 
her life to Jesus. 

The church has now said they want to get on board and support the work 
we do. They would also like us back again in the future.✞

CMA at Redhill Baptist Church
Jaimee Nix, Hants & Surrey Borders

Part of Jaimee’s talk at Redhill

Read Ephesians 6:10-18

Demonstrate the Armour in my 

Clothing
“Did you know, in ancient times it was quite 
normal for parents to sacrifice their first-born 
child to appease their gods or pray for a good 
harvest?”

“Hands up, who is an eldest child?”

Jesus was sacrificed, He died on a cross, to 
pay the penalty for our human behaviour.  
Jesus is our Salvation, that means saved from 
God’s anger and separation from God.

The Helmet
is protecting the most important part of our 
body. Bodies can get wrecked and survive; the 
brain can’t. Salvation is the most important 
thing to remember about Jesus.

A Belt
Jesus said he is the way, the truth and the life 
and the only way to have a relationship with 
God. So, tie that knowledge round your 
middle.

A Breastplate
Jesus’ righteousness is what God sees when 
he looks lovingly at those who belong to him. 
That knowledge goes deep.

Shoes of Peace
Strange, but because of Jesus you can keep 
calm in situations when everyone else can’t. 
God is in control.

A Shield of Faith
is something to stand behind. Faith is built on 
knowledge not feelings. To know God’s love 
and know you are saved.

Sword of the Spirit
Biker Bible – the sword of the spirit is the 
Word of God. Our Bible. A library of books, 
written by many but inspired by God and 
proven by archaeology, historians, and eye 
witnesses.

The Purpose Of Armour Is To 

Protect
“I can ride my motorcycle without armour. 
Shorts and T-shirt on a hot sunny day. But I 

would be putting 
my skin and my 
life at risk.”

I can believe in 
Jesus, give my 
life to him and be 
filled with his 
Holy Spirit but if I 
don’t read and 
learn God’s Word, 
I can’t stand 
against every 
doubt, bad hair 
day, heckling 
from unsaved 
friends and 
family. Or even 
the fears the 
world throws at 
us.

Let me show you 
how the armour 
in my motorcycle 
clothing protects 
me and 
strengthens my 
faith.

As I dress, we pray

As I pull on my trousers
Jesus my belt of truth; help me to hold fast to the road 
and close to you today – Amen

As I put on my boots
Jesus my peace; ride with me today and equip me to 
share your Good News with whoever I meet – Amen

As I zip up my jacket
Jesus my righteousness; reign in my heart and protect 
my emotions, prevent me from overreaction – Amen

As I put on my helmet
Jesus my salvation; govern my thoughts and protect 
my mind, enable me to keep my conscience clear – 
Amen

As I put on my gloves
Jesus the Word of God; enable me to cut through the 
lies and deceptions of the enemy so that I can see 
clearly the road ahead – Amen

Jesus my shield and defender; enable me to live by 
faith and share your love in the power of your Spirit – 
Amen✞
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If asked though, she would often say – 
“I’m Alright”.

The CMA first met Mary on a church visit to 
Mountsorrel Baptist Church more than 20 
years ago. 

Tony and I were doing a presentation about 
CMA and its work. Tony then threw out a 
challenge – why don’t you get a bike and 
come and join us he said. It was Mary who 
responded. 

Mary had been disabled most of her life, 
but this never held her back from doing 
anything. She had £800 to buy a bike and 
she bought a Nippi, a three-wheeled bike 
adapted to take wheelchairs.

It was red with a cover. The children in her 
street decided to paint black spots on it to 
make it look like a ladybird.

There was a bike night not far from us that 
we as a branch would go along to. It 

attracted bikes of all shapes and sizes and 
was very popular. Mary took her Nippi 
along. Whilst there she attracted the most 
attention. 

Mary joined us on one of our breakfast runs 
meeting us at the café.

Asked how she was going to get home 
negotiating the lorries on the busy A6 her 
response was, “I’m Alright”

For our own peace of mind, we offered to 
escort her home. That became an exercise 
in itself. 

As a branch we were involved in putting on 
a Holy Joe’s at the Rock and Bike Fest. Mary, 
of course wanted to be a part of this. Again, 
her disability was not going to hold her 
back. “I’m Alright” she would say, where do 
want me?

The practicalities were interesting. How was 
Mary going to make tea in the space we 

When you have children, 
even when they are grown 
up, you often still worry 

about them. In Mary’s case however 
it was the children who worried 
about what their mum was up to – 
especially when she decided to 
become a biker and join the CMA.

Mary
Colin Wood, East Midlands

had, the ground was rough, the toilets were 
not as disabled friendly for Mary, and she 
was hardly going to camp. 

So, Mary was given the job of talking to 
people in the tent. Something she was good 
at. Her van became her tent and when she 
needed to, she would leave site and find the 
nearest services on the M1. 

The only time we persuaded her not to 
come to the rally was when the ground was 
a quagmire. I remember ringing Mary up, 
you can image what she said – “I’m Alright, 
I’ll manage”. 

The concern, I think was not for her but for 
us pushing the chair out of the mud. So, she 
became the prayer back up for the 
weekend. Each day we gave her an update 
to pray about.

Mary managed to get invited to church mid-
week meetings and ladies’ meetings. I 
remember doing a two-header with her at 
Loughborough URC.

As a branch we often get invited to speak at 
different churches and on one occasion, we 
were at Melton Vineyard Church. On the way 
out Mary was caught up in chatting to one 
of the church members, so much so that she 
tripped her motorised chair up and broke 
her femur.

Realising she didn’t want to be stuck in 
Melton, she then drove home before ringing 
the ambulance, no doubt when asked she 
probably responded – “I’m Alright”’

Even after she had stopped riding the 
various Nippis that she had had over the 
years, she would still come to our branch 
meetings along with Chico the wonder dog. 

When Andy, her son, contacted us to say his 
mum was in the last stages of her life, I rang 
her up and had a bit of a chat, she ended 
with her usual response –  “I’m Alright”.

In the end she is alright with her Lord and 
Saviour. 

1 Corinthians 15:53-55 reads,

For our dying bodies must be 
transformed into bodies that will never 
die; our mortal bodies must be 
transformed into immortal bodies.

Then, when our dying bodies have been 
transformed into bodies that will never 
die, this Scripture will be fulfilled:

“Death is swallowed up in victory.
O death, where is your victory?
O death, where is your sting?”✞
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At SYNL Branch we held a memorial for Debbie on 
7th February 2026, eleven days prior to her body’s 
final resting place. We shared our memories, we 
laughed, we cried but we did this together in the 
family of God the Father. Debbie was such a happy 
and cheerful lady, always smiling, always bringing 
out the best in people with her smile or tilt of the 
head. Friends and strangers alike knew she was a 
person to trust and open up to.

One bike rally in Lincoln, which was rather wet and 
miserable, was spent playing board games (see photo). 
It turned into a blessed weekend without many 
customers in Holy Joe’s but a time the branch could 
really bless each other and get to know each other on a 
deeper level. This was all the more for Debbie having 
her ‘table’ of games.

Another time was when as a branch, walking through a 
small village to find a little scout hut, where these 
leather clad bikers wearing their crosses confidently sat 
down at the small child size tables to make badges! 
Again Debbie was in her element – craft sessions were 
her thing!

Debbie could light up any room she entered, always 
coming up with new ideas of how to show people love. 

Always thinking 
of others and 
surprising 
people with 
gifts she came 
across, knowing 
it was the 
‘perfect gift’. 
Having fun at 
rallies, messing 
around and having a giggle at the many mini disasters, 
never taking anything as being stressful. Her joy shone 
through.

As we sang in worship at her memorial we were 
reminded Who we can trust. Debbie knew Who she 
could trust and believed everything would be fine. Like 
she did when her bed wouldn’t go together at a bike 
rally, she rang Vern (her husband) knowing he had the 
answer for that. Or when the marquee wouldn’t go 
together, leaving it to eat, trusting they could do it 
eventually – to the rescue came Cathy who had it done 
in no time. Nothing phased Debbie – her trust in God 
got her through without the stress.

Debbie was a popular lady, so much so she had too 
many Christmas lunches to go to, so 
missed our branch meal. Kerry informed 
her of the delicious gluten free chocolate 
cheesecake she had missed out on. The 
decision was made to have this at our 
January meeting. Unfortunately we didn’t 
meet up and Debbie never got her slice, 
but today we raised a slice each to her in 
her honour.

At our future rallies we will have ‘Debbie’s 
table’ with crafts and board games where 
anyone can leave their stress behind and 
be in the presence of peace.

We are not saying goodbye because we are 
confident we will all see her again.✞

Celebrating SYNL member Debbie Gaiger – this is not a 
goodbye.

Debbie has been a much loved member of SYNL Branch for some 
time now, she has gone to the Glory of our Lord, so to us this is 
not a sad farewell as she is now with Jesus for eternity. AMEN.

Celebrating the Life of Debbie Gaiger
Sharon Cattle, South Yorks & North Lincs The Unchanging Centre

A. W. Tozer, in The Pursuit of God

He made the stars also

Genesis 1:16
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Peace
C. S. Lewis

The only reason atheists experience any 
peace at all is because God, in His mercy, 
allows it. Every calm breath, every moment 
of joy, every sense of stability is borrowed 
grace. Even those who deny Him live inside 
a world sustained by His patience and 
kindness. God is good even to those who 
reject Him.

But do not confuse that with true peace. 
Worldly peace is temporary, circumstantial, 
fragile. It depends on health, money, 
distraction, or control. It fades the moment 
suffering arrives or death comes into view. 
That kind of peace cannot stand when the 
night gets long and the soul is forced to be 
honest.

True peace is found only in Christ. It is not 
the absence of trouble but the presence of 
truth. Jesus said, “My peace I give to you. 
Not as the world gives do I give to you.” 
This peace fulfills because it reconciles us 
to our Creator, anchors us beyond death, 
and satisfies the soul the world can never 
reach. Everything else is borrowed comfort.

‘True peace 

is not the 

absence of 

trouble but 

the 

presence of 

truth’

Gather l ife’s wonders, a l l  that you see,
l ike the symphonies of starl ings
or the leaves of each tree,
write them al l  down in your mirac le book,
when l ife has you weeping
just open,  and look.

Reminders of Heaven inscr ibed on each page,
l ike the j okes to ld by chi ldren,
or the wisdom of age,
the welcomes of fr iendship,  belonging of l ove,
your tears are reveal ing
God’s ink from above.

His hand in Creat ion,  His hand in your l ife ,
His hand in your blessings
and help through the str ife.
Inscr ipt i ons of s i lver in books made of earth,
with each prec ious promise
He writes of your worth. 

So let  mirac les l ive in your mirac le book,
just keep i t  held open
so others can l ook
to  see the great things that the Author has 
done
and reveal ing an ending
meant for everyone. 
©Fraser McDougal l  30/12/2025

Your Miracle Book
Fraser McDougall, Forth & Tay
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My beloved spoke

he said to me,

Arise my darling,

my beautiful one,

come away with me

into the secret place.

You are altogether

beautiful, so

precious

like a diamond

you sparkle

and shine.

Like sunshine after

the rain, a brand new

morning.

The dew upon the

grass,

A melody, a love

song,

a warm blanket on

the coldest nights.

Like the sound of a

child’s laughter

you fill my heart 

with such joy.

Like a river of clear

flowing water you

satisfy my thirst.

Like a garden of

flowers

the aroma,

so powerful to me.

Come to the secret

place,

don’t be afraid

for winter has

ended.

A new day

has begun.

Embrace all I have

to give to you my

child.

I place a crown of

jewels upon

your head.

Your voice a sweet

smelling incense

rising up in the air.

Take my hand

my daughter, my 

son,

fly with me,

don’t look down,

I won’t let you go.

Can you feel

my arms around 

you,

my healing hand

touching you?

Listen!

Can you hear

my angels

singing a symphony

of love songs over

you.

Angelic voices,

cascading

like a waterfall

upon you.

Come, rest in my

embrace,

soak in my

presence.

Be refreshed,

Be revived,

Be renewed

in the secret place.

Come away with me,

just as you are

my child,

Just as you are.

✞

The Secret Place
Stephanie Thomas, Hants & Dorset

Open Doors is an interna�onal ministry serving persecuted 
Chris�ans and churches worldwide. We supply Bibles, 
leadership training, literacy programmes, livelihood support 
and advocacy services. We also seek to mobilise the church in 
the UK & Ireland to serve Chris�ans living under religious 
persecu�on.

For 150 years The Evangeliza�on Society (TES) has served the
UK as a major evangelis�c organisa�on – seeking to see men,
women and children brought into the Kingdom of God.We make Scriptures available where there are

none. We work to help the church engage with
the Bible more effec�vely. And we endeavour -
through the arts, educa�on, media and poli�cs –
to make the Bible available, accessible and
credible in our culture.

World Horizons exists on behalf of places
and people not yet prayed for, churches
not yet planted and cross-cultural
workers not yet sent. We are a prayer
based, pioneering, prophe�c, pastoral
mission movement.

Our mission is to make the life-changing wisdom of
the Bible understandable and accessible to all.

The target:a Bible forevery biker

We are supported by, and support, the following organisations:

Partners with CMA UK
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