ing @@@@

CHANLINR

'.#-m"“




I’m Just a Nobody
Mike Fitton, National Chairman, CMA UK

The Land of Enfields
Heidi Hill, Essex Branch

Learning from an Ageing Bike
David Ball, Bristol Branch

The Way of the Cross
Andrew Bulloch, East Midlands Branch

My First AGM
Mark Robinson, NYV&D Branch

Mike’s Trip to Vectis
Alex Byerley, Vectis Branch

Rediscovering the Heart of CMA
Heinz Traut, Vectis Branch

Seeds, Shoots, Twigs & Branches

David Angelinetta, Wiltshire Twig

A Tribute to Tony Williams
David Ball and Jackie Wenden, Bristol
Branch

Vision & Mission Day 2026
Mark Coupe, Towcester Branch

Network Norwich News

Fantastic Night Out
Lee Jones, NYVD Branch

NYVD Branch News
Rob Oates

Skid Lid

lan Turvey, Towcester Branch

Into the Valley 2026
Kate Moore, SYNL Branch

Restored Soul
Bob Hughes-Burton, North Wales Branch

| Love a man Called Jesus
Martin Cullum, North Essex Twig

Christian Leadership
Tanas Alqgassis, Thames Valley Branch

Riding with Invisible Wounds
Stephen Hughes-Burton, North Wales
Branch

Into The Valley (MAG Rally 2026)
Dave Finan, NYM&C Branch

From the Editor's Garage

India, may either make you very thankful for the big,

powerful motorcycles we have access to in the UK, with
our well engineered roads and glorious countryside - or it
might make you a little envious of the obvious lack of
regulations that riders in India ‘enjoy’, such as not being
required to wear helmets and other safety attire as we do
here at home.

The image on the front cover, courtesy of Heidi Hill in

Whatever your thoughts are on freedom and health & safety,
the rider in the photo, presumably a delivery rider of some
sort, meets your eye with a provocative stare. Now, he may
have a lower standard of living than we do, but one thing we
share with him is the ability to ride on two wheels either to
work or to fulfil our passion for riding. Whether or not he is
content with his ‘lot’ in life, we don’t know. Are we?

The apostle Paul, in Philippians 4:11 says, “I have learned in
whatever state I am, to be content”. So often we may look on
our neighbour and be a little envious of their smart house,
their new car or a well-manicured garden, and forget that all
these things are transient. Jesus said, in Matthew 6:35, “Do
not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life
more than food and the body more than clothing?” The Bible
makes it clear that there will be some of us who have in
abundance; and others who have very little. What is
important to us as we serve the Lord and love others is not
what we have, whether much or little but rather what we do
with what we have. Luke 12:48 tells us that, “everyone to
whom much is given, from him much will be required”.

So we seg, it's not what we have, but what we do with what
we have, which is of paramount importance in the kingdom
of God.

As a caveat to this, we might consider, after that great day of
Pentecost, is how the new Christians behaved towards each
other. In Acts 4:32 we read, “those who believed were of one
heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the
things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in
common.”

Now, that’s food for thought, surely?

John

Jesus said to his
disciples:
“Therefore I tell
you, do not
worry about
your life, what
you will eat; or
about your body;,
what you will
wear.”

Luke 12:22

Let your
conduct be
without
covetousness,
and be content
with such
things as you
have. For He
Himself has
said, I will
never leave
you nor
forsake you.”

Hebrews 13:5

Articles for Chainlink are most welcome, and should preferably be submitted by e-mail to chainlink@bike.org.uk

Pete Elwick & Keith Morris Heavens Roar

: All images should be high resolution (originals from your camera/smartphone) and NOT embedded in a text
Stephanie Thomas, Hants & Dorset

document. Vector graphics are also welcome. Text documents should be unformatted text or rich text format (RTF)

Review Rall
. files. MS Word, OpenOffice and WordPerfect documents are acceptable, PDFs are not.

Martin Cullum, North Essex Twig Branch
A Note from the Editor

The sender must have permission for the inclusion of ALL names, addresses and pictures, especially of children, prior
to submission and be able to provide accreditation for all material that is not original. The sender takes all
responsibility for all content and rights relating to all items that are submitted. If in doubt, please obtain verification
from the National Chairman or the Executive Committee. The editor retains the right to correct spelling and grammar
as appropriate.

Quinta - A Different Perspective
Chris Houghton, Lakes & Lancs Branch
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I'm Just a Nobody

Mike Fitton, National Chairman, CMA UK

How should we be known in the motorcycle community?
(This is a shortened version of the Word | shared at the National Fellowship

Weekend and AGM)

The Christian band Casting Crowns sings a brilliant song called ‘Nobody’.
In my opinion it sums up exactly how we should be known in the

motorcycle community:

I'm just a nobody, Trying to tell everybody

All about Somebody, Who saved my soul.

Ever since You rescued me, You gave my heart a song to sing
I'm living for the world to see, Nobody but Jesus.

How can we do that effectively? By daily relying
on the power of the Holy Spirit and the fruit of
the Holy Spirit working through us.

Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV) reads, The fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control.

Fruitfulness comes from a place of humility and
brokenness before God.

If our lives exhibit the fruit of the Holy Spirit,
the effect will be as Jesus lived. What an impact
that will have on those who live broken lives
drawing them into life in Christ, life in all its
fullness.

Love

Having true affection for others, without an
ulterior motive.

Love that has no boundaries. God lavishes His
love on us so we should lavish that same love
on others.

Romans 5:8 reads,

But God demonstrates his own love for us in
this: While we were still sinners Christ died for
us.

No one expects us to love unconditionally.

Joy

The kind of joy that only comes from knowing
Jesus as our Saviour, its deep down in our soul
— nothing can shake that solid foundation

The great preacher Charles Spurgeon said, “I
don’t think the church rejoices enough. We all
grumble enough and groan enough: but very
few of us rejoice enough.”

& chainlink@bike.org.uk

Nehemiah 8:10 reads, The joy of the Lord is
your strength.

Luke 15:7 reads, There will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no
repentance.

and John 16:22, No one will take away from you
your joy.

Peace
Philippians 4:7 (Amplified Bible) reads,

The peace of God, that peace which reassures
the heart, that peace which transcends all
understanding, that peace which stands guard
over your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus
[is yours].

God’s peace in your life will bring peace to the
bereaved and the distressed. God’s peace
confirms there is a way forward, so trust Him
with all your heart.

Isaiah 26:3 reads, You will keep in perfect peace
those whose minds are steadfast, because they
trust in you.

Patience

Sometimes we need to be more patient. Most
of the time | need to be more patient!

[Patience is not the ability to just wait for
something to happen, but how we act while
waiting] — Incidentally, who decided to call
someone recovering from a broken ankle in a
bike accident, a patient?

Romans 8:25 (Amplified Bible) reads,

If we hope for what we do not see, we wait
eagerly for it with patience and composure.
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Kindness

Is showing genuine care
and compassion through
thoughtful and generous

Biblical kindness is
compassion rooted in
God’s love —

Compassion without
condemnation.

Empathy with
accountability.

Grace and truth.

Take time to notice and
meet the needs of the
people around us, even if
it doesn’t fit in our
schedule.

It’s not just about
personality or trying
harder, it’s something God puts within us, deep
down in our soul.

Jesus expressed kindness - John 81-11 Woman
caught in adultery.

Goodness

Goodness is consistently choosing to do what is
morally right and honourable in all
circumstances.

Concerned about needs of others — even when
they don’t deserve it.

Jesus gave His time, energy, and wisdom to
anyone in need.

Isaiah 61:1 reads, He has sent me to bind up the
broken hearted.

Faithfulness

Trustworthy and reliable — based on solid faith
in God and His Word.

Consistently attending rallies and biker café’s —
being the same each year. If we give our word,
we should be true to our promise.

Gentleness

A humble attitude that cares for others and
respects them without judgement. Gentleness
is not weakness, but strength without
arrogance. Gentleness is being willing to listen
and encourage, sensitive to their needs.

Jesus was a source of comfort to broken and
hurting people. When it seemed like the whole
world was against them, Jesus was on their
side.
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He turned those who were isolated into friends
who belong.

Self-Control

Being constantly aware of who you are in
Christ —

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 reads,

You are not your own; you were bought at a
price. Therefore, honour God with your bodies.

Saying no to anything that would jeopardise the
mission God has called us to and protecting the
reputation of CMA.

2 Corinthians 5:17 reads, Therefore, if anyone is
in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has
gone, the new is here!

The most compelling aspect of Christianity is
that:

God is FOR US — Romans 5:8 While we were
sinners Christ died for us.

God is WITH US — Matthew 1:23 Immanuel ‘God
with us’

God is IN US — Romans 8:9 The Holy Spirit lives
in us.

The Person of the Holy Spirit lives within us

The Purpose of the Holy Spirit is to reach the
world one heart at a time

The Power of the Holy Spirit works through us
to share the Gospel message with the biker
community

God Bless you,
Mike T
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The Land of Enfields

Heidi Hill, Essex Branch

hen my Mum slipped in the

shower, and managed to break

arib, | took the opportunity to
come and be here for her after friends
had stepped in for the first week to
ten days.

My Dad was grateful for me being able to
take leave as well as unpaid time off to be
here in India.

Each day we hear and see all the varied
scooters, mopeds and bikes.

I’m convinced that as most folk have ridden a
two wheeler at some point or other in their
lives, they become more aware as drivers and
this is what | believe makes Indians some of
the most skilled drivers in the world!

Many may disagree but with the sheer
volume of traffic and free-for-all road rules,
or lack of, it is amazing how few accidents
really occur, most, however, horrific and
unnecessary.

| do so miss the driving here in India when |
return to England, as it seems so ‘boring’
there...

Apart from my Mum’s cracked rib and severe

bruising, a couple of weeks ago my Dad had
to be rushed into hospital for heart surgery -
keyhole for two stents.

Praise the Lord for wonderful surgeons and
medical staff, as well as more friends that
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stepped in to care for Mum on the night and
evening | had to stay as an ‘attendant’ at the
hospital overnight with Dad.

God is good, all the time, as we know! And
HIS timing is perfect.

He places us amongst friends and also
provides opportunities to share God’s
goodness to us amongst those who don’t yet
know Him.

Dad had many opportunities to share his faith
even in the two days in hospital.

As | write, | am thinking of the bike back
home, unridden, but cared for by our Jimmy
(Essex Chair). | did not wish to leave her
chained to a lamp post for too long as I’'m
uncertain when | shall be returning.

Thank you Jimmy!

It is lovely to be able to have WhatsApp
contact with the CMA prayer group, and
maybe one day | will get a chance to ride
here in India but for now, | just admire the
many models of bikes and the ingenious way
some are used and am content to be able to
be with my parents to help if | can.

Thank God for His love and attention to the
details in our lives!

Looking forward to spring outreach news as
we share with bikers we know and love.

Remembering it's all because HE first loved
us. @
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Learning from an Ageing Bike

David Ball, Bristol Branch

Psalm 23 — He Restores My Soul:
Learning from an ageing Bike

e £

Restored to Ride: Learning
from an Ageing Bike

(Last year, | was asked to speak about CMA for
a Men’s Breakfast at St David’s Church,
Moreton in the Marsh. So | reflected on the
restoration of my BSA Bantam and how God
restores us, and used the following slides.)

Psalm 23:3 states, “He restores my soul.” The
word for ‘restore’ literally means ‘to turn’ -
he turns my soul. The same word is used for
‘return, repent, repent, rescue, refresh,
restore’. All of these terms imply a return to
what God intended.

Repentance = Restoration

N = Shov

= o b
= Ry refumy

So when we use the word ‘repent’, we are
calling people to restoration. A restoration to
what God intended them to be. So, | see a
similarity between repentance and the
process of restoration that | have been
involved in over several years with my BSA
Bantam. So let’s go through the steps
involved in restoration and see how it
reflects what God wants to do for each one
of us.

Restoration = Seeing Potential

| found my BSA Bantam in a breaker’s shop in
Sheffield. It was in pieces. Several parts were
missing. The electrics had been stripped out

& chainlink@bike.org.uk

v Buying a project

completely. But something in me saw its
potential. Likewise, we may be broken, at the
end of the road. But God sees the potential in
us. And he values us enough to pay what it

takes to buy us, just like | bought my Bantam.

Restoration = Painful

Starting

Anyone involved in restoration knows that it
has to get worse before it gets better. There
is the stripping and disassembling, the rust
and the welding and preparing. There has to
be diagnosing and correcting faults. Actually,
our situation as people is just like this. For
restoration to take place, we need God to
diagnose our real problems. We need to let
him deal with the all the hurt, sin and
brokenness that we tend to hide. We need
the master engineer to diagnose our faults
and deal with the root causes.

Restoration = an Open Budget

Once the vehicle is purchased and the
diagnosis made, the cost of restoration
starts. It’s not just the cost of the initial
purchase, but the cost of the full restoration
- as anyone knows who has restored an old
vehicle, the budget is an open one. Likewise
God is willing to pay what it takes for us to be
restored.
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Not only does restoration cost money. It
takes time. As my wife will confirm,
everything that you think will take half an
hour ends up taking three. Likewise, God
invests time in restoring us and putting us
back to what we should be.

Restoration = Rewarding

Rebuilding

+ all tha effon

In the end, those of us who restore old
vehicles enjoy it (most of the time). It is not
only the finished project, but the process of
seeing each part come back to what it was
meant to be. And so | believe it is with God.
He enjoys seeing each of us restored. In fact,
it says that there is much rejoicing in heaven
over every sinner who repents. That is there
is joy in heaven when we are restored (Luke

15:7).

Restoration = fulfilling

The Bible talks about Jesus coming so that we
might have life to the full (John 10:10). There
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is nothing more fulfilling than seeing
something restored to its original purpose.
The bike is restored to ride. We are restored
to live as Jesus would want us to.

Restoration = ongoing

Completed
or isit?
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And yet it is not quite finished. The bike
needs to be maintained and there is always
something to do. Until that day when we are
finally restored to what God wants us to be,
until that day when we meet Jesus, the
restoration is ongoing. ¥

For more about the Bantam see:

https://bike.org.uk/about-cma/members-stories
https://youtu.be/3uoeeQS00sU?si=ikiIhDZh6V4cKawc4

www.bike.org.uk/cma


https://youtu.be/3uoeeQS0OsU?si=ikIhDZh6V4cKawc4
https://www.bike.org.uk/cma
https://www.bike.org.uk/cma
https://www.bike.org.uk/cma
https://www.bike.org.uk/cma
https://www.bike.org.uk/cma
https://www.bike.org.uk/cma
mailto:chainlink@bike.org.uk
https://www.bike.org.uk/cma

The Way of the Cross

Andrew Bulloch, East Midlands Branch

inding my way to the venue for

this year's AGM looked
straightforward. Take the M6 from
Coventry to the junction with the M1
and the Al14. Follow the A14 to
Cambridge. Once you get to
Newmarket look for signs for the
A11 to Norwich. h !

As | approached Norwich on the final
journey, | was relying on Google Maps _
good sense of directio get me to the
venue. What | didn't expe as glare from the
bright sun to impede the view of my phone
and the voice in my Bluetooth headset to
onflict with the turns | was seeing on my

But then a motorcyclist appeared in my
] passed me on the Al11l. As the

passed | noticed a white cross on his s
ja ought to myself, “He's going -
M.” | followed him until the traffic h .

veniéng stop and | shouted above
is Harley, “Are You going to the
irming nod indicated, “Yes”, so |
ly guy who went by the name of
y to the venue.

our way throug
company of others to h
That is one of the joys and benefits of being
part of God's Church and other Cﬁrjstian
groups, like the CMA. Secondly, the Way of the
Cross will always guide us safely and certainly
to our ultimate destination, which is heaven.
The Cross is the symbol of redemption,
atonement and divine love. Jesus' sacrificial
death upon the Cross dealt with the problem
of sin once and for all. The Cross has the
power to transform lives and offers a new way
of living.

When we arrived safely and in good time at
Chapel Court, Norwich | heartily thanked Jim,
my brother in Christ, for kindly showing me
the way to the AGM. ¥
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My First AGM
Mark Robinson, NYV&D Branch

I'll admit, | didn’t quite know what to expect heading to
my first AGM with CMA, but it turned out to be far more
than just a meeting. It felt like a proper gathering of like-
minded people, brought together by bikes, faith and a
shared sense of purpose.

The journey down was a great start in itself. | ended up
accidentally meeting Chris, another CMA member, along

the way, and we rode the last hour together into Norwich.

Friday evening was a relaxed social, giving everyone a
chance to catch up or meet for the first time. | met
members from all over the UK, and it was great to meet
so many people who share a love for Jesus and bikes.

On the Saturday, we had a ride out to a local cafe. It was
very well organised and professionally led, a highlight of
the whole weekend and a chance to just enjoy the roads
and have lunch together.

The AGM itself was a real eye opener. It wasn’t just a
formal meeting, it included a time of worship and a
service, along with a great preach from Mike Fitton.

What stood out for me was hearing from the people who
actually run CMA. It gave me a much clearer
understanding of the leadership and structure, putting
faces to roles and seeing how it all fits together.

Outside of the CMA events, | made a bit of a holiday of it.
At 51, I've learned to enjoy the journey as much as the
destination, so | turned it into a small road trip. Staying in
a B&B at a very peaceful farm, enjoying proper cooked
breakfasts, and riding new roads I'd never explored
before. That was just as much a highlight as the AGM
itself.

| even managed to squeeze in a bit of the Biker Brew
Passport challenge (https://makeyourmark.co.uk/
passport/) and picked up three Norfolk stamps along the
way, which felt like a bit of a bonus!

All'in all, it was a great weekend. If you’ve never been to
an AGM before, I'd definitely recommend it. It’s more
than just a meeting, it’s a chance to connect, learn, ride
and take a bit of time out on the bike. And for me, it
won’t be the last. ®
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Mike's Trip to Vectis

Alex Byerley, Vectis Branch

couple of months ago

Chairman of CMA Vectis
on the Isle of Wight, Ross
Andrew, received a message
from CMA National
Chairman Mike Fitton.
Although | don’t know the
exact message, in summary
it was, ‘I’ve got some
things scheduled for the
south and | want to come
and see your branch and
share a word’.

When the news was revealed
to me by Ross it’s fair to say |
was very excited! Not only
had | not met Mike before, as
recently appointed Secretary
(local AGM last August 2025)
of CMA Vectis | wanted to do
my best to show him my
passion for the branch and
indeed CMA globally. Ross
provided the rough details he
had around Mike’s plan and
that he very much hoped to
come but could not promise it
this far in advance.

Once Mike had confirmed to
Ross that his plans were
concrete and this included his
planned trip to the Island, he
then shared that he needed

12

somewhere to stay and would
appreciate to stay with a
branch member/supporter if
possible.

Without consulting my wife |
immediately offered up our
second bedroom and thought
it would be easier to grovel
for forgiveness than to pre-
consult about our house guest
(fortunately she was equally
as willing!).

Not only was Mike to be the
first guest to stay in our new
house, the opportunity to
meet him for the first time
was very exciting let alone
having him to stay!

So this was it, Mike Fitton was
coming to see what was being
grown on the Island and the
date was set in place. From
late Sunday 8th March until
early Tuesday 10th March
Mike was coming to spend his
time with us.

Ross and | quickly began
making plans and organising
the branch to attend the day
at short notice. Since either
side of the stay was going to
be either late or early, we
decided that the best plan
would be to keep it all
focused on the Monday.

The day started at 09:15am
with a trip to a regular stop of
CMA Vectis, ‘The Tide Mill’. It
was formerly ‘The Sloop’, a
pub with a help-yourself
breakfast and free coffee
refills, exactly what you want
from a breakfast! Here Mike
met various members and
supporters of the branch and
even got to meet our CMA
meeting space ‘The Upper
Room’ host, Pastor Ben. Ben
is the leader of an Elim

chainlink@bike.org.uk

Pentecostal Church in the
town of Ryde and thanks to
his kindness we have been
allowed to use ‘The Upper
Room’ in his church for our
CMA meetings and workshops
(held Thursday fortnightly).
This was a great start to the
day and allowed Mike to see a
handful of our branch
members and supporters as
well as those we have
connections with such as
Pastor Ben. What’s more,
during this breakfast, a long
time friend of CMA Vectis also
made the next step by
providing her supporter form
filled out and ready to go! We
now have a ‘sister’ within
CMA Vectis (though supporter
form aside, we always felt
this way due to her
commitment to the branch
already). Hallelujah! God was
surely shining His light on the
day already (despite the fog!).

From here we opened up the
invitation publicly to anyone
who would like to join us for a
ride out on the Island. Due to
it being a weekday (and
people having work
commitments) and the fog
having truly settled itself over
the Island for the day, this
didn’t receive a great uptake
but nonetheless we took off
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and provided Mike with a
whistlestop tour of some of
the prettiest parts of the
Island, including some of the
nicest riding roads. We
stopped along the way for
various ‘foggy’ photo
opportunities and then
settled for coffee at a little
seaside café, ‘Freshwater
Gate’. Here we shared some
coffee and cake and spoke
about various stories we had
where Christ was at the heart
of them. Ross chatted with a
staff member, who
remembered his previous
visit, about what we do and
was able to give them a Bikers
Bible.

We took a nice ride back and
then took some rest. Come
6pm we were on the road
again and heading to our
evening destination, ‘The
Dairyman’s Daughter’ (a pub
in the town of Arreton). CMA
Vectis has met here on a
number of occasions too and
once again we called on the
brothers and sisters of the
branch to come and share in
food and fellowship and for
Mike to speak to us as a
branch. This resulted in a
good turnout, with those who
had joined us for breakfast
and some additional people
who hadn’t been able to
attend due to work and other
commitments. It was in the
evening that one of our
supporters officially became a
member when Mike prayed
over and handed out the
‘CMA patch’ which he had
brought with him for the
occasion. What a blessed day
we had!

Before we knew it Mike was
preparing to head back home
on an early ferry the
following morning. Before
hitting the hay Mike was kind
enough to speak some
blessings over me and my

wife and then he
retired upstairs to
attempt to gain a little
rest before a long
journey back home.

We were so blessed
that he came to be
with us and he was
pleased with how our
branch is developing
and growing. Needless
to say Mike is always
welcome to come and
be with CMA Vectis and
will always have a
place in my home
should he find himself
on the Island again!

Love and Blessings,
Alex ‘Saint Bev’ @
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Rediscovering the Heart of CMA

Heinz Traut, Vectis Branch

A Story Shared Over Supper: Rediscovering the Heart of CMA

Earlier this week, a few of us from the Vectis Branch of the Christian Motorcyclists’
Association met up for dinner on the Isle of Wight. We were joined by our National
Chairman, Mike Fitton, who’d made the long trip down from Whitby to spend the

day with us.

Over the meal, he told us the story of how
CMA began. I'd heard bits of it before, but
hearing it properly—told in person, with all
the detail and heart behind it—made it feel
very different. It stuck with me in a way |
hadn’t expected.

He spoke about Herb Shreve, a small-town
pastor in Arkansas back in the 1970s. At the
time, he was going through a tough patch with
his teenage son. Their house sat along a road
that bikers often used on their way to rallies.
Instead of being put off by them, Herb found
himself watching them go past and quietly
praying for them. He felt drawn to them, even
though they seemed a world away from
church life.

Wanting to reconnect with his son, Herb
bought a couple of motorcycles so they could
ride together. That decision changed
everything. What started as a way to rebuild a
relationship slowly opened his eyes to a whole
community he’d never really known before.

He began going to rallies, just to spend time
with his son—but the more time he spent
there, the more he felt that nudge from God.
He saw beyond the surface. Yes, they were
loud and rough around the edges, but there
was also a real openness—people who, in
many cases, had never experienced genuine
kindness or faith in a way that felt real to
them.

One story Mike shared really stayed with me.
Herb once went to a particularly rough rally
and set up camp right in the middle of it. Not
to preach at people—but simply to serve. He
cooked, made coffee, listened, helped where
he could. Before the weekend started, he’d

put up a simple banner—made by his wife—
saying there’d be a short church service at 10
a.m. on Sunday. He didn’t expect much to
come of it.

But on the Sunday morning, as the sun came
up, he started hearing tents opening all
around him. One by one, bikers came out—
tired, hungover, still smelling of smoke and
last night’s drinks—and made their way over.
They sat on the ground, leaned against their
bikes, and listened. And in that simple setting,
something real happened. Lives were changed.
That moment became the beginning of what
would grow into CMA.

Today, CMA has spread across the world, with
members in dozens of countries. But at its
heart, the mission hasn’t really changed—just
ordinary people showing up, building trust,
and sharing faith in a way that feels natural
and genuine.

Here in the UK, that same spirit gﬁ ive and
well. You'll find CMA members atral

a chat, a coffee, a bit of help if it’s neede
someone wants to talk about faith, they
not, that’s fine too.

Hearing that story again reminded me w
being part of this fellowship has meant
much to me. There’s a real sense of &re
among the people—no prgqgmet,m-asha[ed
desire to live out faith in a simple, hones ay.
It’s been a privilege to be part of the1Vac
Branch here on the Isle of Wight, walkmg
alongside people who are just trying to do
that, one small moment at a time. 0
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Seeds,
Shoots
Twigs

Branches
David Angelinefta,

Wiltshire Twig

renewal. It would be easy (for some of us, but not me) to stay in the

fast lane, eyes and knees down, focussed on the destination but missing
the delights of the journey. For me the joy is riding through the countryside,
and enjoying the changing scenery. Helen and I often get into the fast lane of
the M4 and M48 purely to get over the bridge into Wales and enjoy the
beauty of the Wye Valley or twist up through Usk, to Baffle Haus to enjoy bike
chats, fellowship and excellent coffee.

H ave you noticed that we are well and truly in the season of growth and

We are privileged to have recently started the “Wiltshire Twig’ with
enthusiastic support and encouragement from our sponsoring Bristol Branch.
Congratulations to North Essex members who, we understand from an
announcement at the National AGM, are on a similar journey.

As I pondered these things I reflected on a recent talk I gave at
one of our affiliate churches, Maranatha Community Church,
Trowbridge:

The Parable of the Mustard Seed, in Mark chapter 4.
! Many of us will be familiar with Jesus’ words:

‘What shall we say the Kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall
we use to describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest of
all seeds on earth. Yet when planted, it grows and and becomes the
largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can
perch in it shade.’

These words struck a chord with me. We often talk of our
mission, here in the CMA, as winning souls for Jesus, one heart
at a time. In other words, it’s not done through grandiose public
gestures, but ‘stems’ very often from small personal acts of
kindness and individual connection with members of the biking
community and their families. Indeed, with fellow brothers and sisters in the
CMA community. It does, however, require ‘action’. This theme was very
much expanded by Mike Fitton at the National AGM this year, when he gave
a compelling talk entitled, ‘Fired by the Fruit within’.

Amongst the biking community we need to be known for our fruit; a kind
word to someone struggling, a practical offer of help to someone with a faulty
bike or a listening ear to someone wanting to offload; ‘active’ listening
though. I remember running out of fuel on the M4 coming back from the
Wye Valley once, on my previous bike, an Indian Scout; partly my own fault
and partly a design fault on the earlier models: no fuel gauge, only a warning
light after the fact. I broke down 2 miles from the fuel station at Leigh
Delamere. It was dark, cold and pushing the bike to the garage was not an
option, I soon discovered. Then it started raining. I prayed and then phoned a
Christian friend, whom I hadn't seen for years but lived locally. Within half an
hour he was skipping along an embankment from a bridge; petrol can in his
hand. [ knew him by his ‘fruit’ that day.

Brothers and sisters, let me encourage us all to be known by our fruit, as we
seek to grow God’s Kingdom. May our seeds of kindness take root, grow
shoots that turn into twigs and ultimately branches. ¥
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A Tribute to Tony Williams
David Ball and Jackie Wenden, Bristol Branch

What can we say about our dear friend Tony? A proud
Welshman and a humble gentleman, a biker and a
follower of Jesus, a friend and a constant
encouragement to those who knew him. Tony did so
many remarkable things in his life, but he never
boasted about them. You had to get to know Tony
personally to get a glimpse of some of these things.
On hearing the news of Tony’s death, | said to
someone that Tony was someone who you could never
dislike even when you disagreed with him.

Over the last decade, Tony has been an ever-
present friend and elder brother to the CMA
Bristol Branch. At our meetings, Tony loved to
guote the Message version of the Bible. So
here is a passage from the Message (Hebrews
10:22-25) that for me sums Tony up:

‘So let’s do it—full of belief, confident
that we’re presentable inside and out.
Let’s keep a firm grip on the promises
that keep us going. He always keeps his
word. Let’s see how inventive we can be
in encouraging love and helping out, not
avoiding worshiping together as some do
but spurring each other on, especially as
we see the big Day approaching.’

Tony was always encouraging us to meet
together. He was inventive in encouraging us
to spur each other on to love and help out as
we served others through the CMA. In his
commitment to Jesus, Tony was committed to
serve those who were normally excluded from
society and even the church. He encouraged us
as a branch to reach out to those bike clubs
and bikers who knew nothing of the church
and especially those who felt rejected by the
church. Tony was committed to be a presence
for Jesus even when the white cross on his
back was the only one amidst thousands of
bikers, as seen last year at Hogging the Bridge.
And Tony encouraged all of us to be ready to
share the story of what Jesus meant to us,
believing that the way that God has worked in
our lives can touch other people and draw
them to him.

Perhaps Tony’s commitment to Jesus was most
obvious in the tradition he started in the
branch that at the beginning of each year, we

pray the Methodist Covenant Prayer, offering David ¥
ourselves whole-heartedly to the service of
6 chainlink@bike.org.uk spring 2026
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Jesus as we commit ourselves to the ministry
of CMA.

“l am no longer my own but yours.
Put me to what you will,

rank me with whom you will;

put me to doing,

put me to suffering;

let me be employed for you,

or laid aside for you,

exalted for you,

or brought low for you;

let me be full,

let me be empty,

let me have all things,

let me have nothing:

I freely and wholeheartedly yield all
things

to your pleasure and disposal.

And now, glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

you are mine and | am yours. So be it.
And the covenant now made on earth, let
it be ratified in heaven.”

When | heard of Tony’s death, | was reminded
of this covenant prayer and | am assured that
Tony is in the hands of the loving Jesus whom
he served and to whom he entrusted himself.
Tony’s commitment was not a once off
commitment, but a yearly, a monthly and a
daily commitment to do whatever Jesus would
have him do whatever the consequences. As
we remember Tony, let us also commit
ourselves to the service of the Lord Jesus
whom he loved, and let us encourage each
other and to share the love of Jesus with those
who are often neglected by society or even by
the church.

Being a relatively new member of the CMA, |
only met Tony Williams two years ago. | walked
into the first branch meeting | had ever
attended in March 2024 and he was there,
imposingly tall but very warm and friendly
putting me at ease. As the meeting got under
way | was a little surprised to realise that it
started with prayer and a Bible study. |
remember thinking how refreshing that these
burley biker men were contributing to the
study and it became clear then and

at every subsequent meeting that

Tony really loved the Lord and loved

people the way Jesus does. He

always had his notebook and & -

agenda and | got the impression
from the way he contributed F
that he had prayed about and
studied the Bible verses in advance.
He was passionate about sharing
Jesus, not in a preachy way but in a
gentle, loving way. He was a real
biker — | remember chatting to him
at Calne Bike Show about his new
protective jeans. He said he had not
always worn protective clothing

spring 2026

back in the day but he was really pleased with
his new jeans and | noticed he always wore
them after that. He always took the time to ask
how | was doing. He was always ready to
support the branch. Even though | did not
know him for long he made a deep impression
on me and | am praying for his wife and
children as they will be missing him so much.

Jackie ¥
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Vision & Mission Day 2026

Mark Coupe, Towcester Branch

Towcester, Bedford and Thames Valley Branches
Vision & Mission Day

Saturday 21°* March 2026

WHY?

There is usually one pivotal moment in time where a decision is made,
which is then reinforced by actions around that time, and results in a
significant outcome. In the case of the Towcester Branch Vision & Mission
Day, the motivation initially came from me (prompted, | hope, by the Holy
Spirit). | could see that our branch numbers were in slow decline and | could
also see that the level of support for key activities was also waning. There
were lots of complaints that certain activities weren't happening (e.g.
organised regular ride outs) or getting enough support (e.g. rallies).
Solutions were not being clearly identified and there was a feeling of a loss
of identity and common purpose. Being brought up in corporate culture, as
a cog in a big machine, | knew that in that world there was a regular calling
to re-define the company ‘Vision & Mission’. It works by including all
interested (and some not so interested) people in the expressing of
thoughts, feelings and ideas that could be considered and incorporated
where acceptable and feasible. It gives those taking part a platform to be
heard, to hear what others are thinking and for a common goal to be set.
Done well it works; done half-heartedly, or as lip service only, it compounds
the negatives already present. Better to do it well.

Lizzie, (my wonderful wife, friend and Secretary of Towcester Branch), and |
were discussing my feelings on the subject when the 2025 EMC Rally
(Switzerland) came along. This found Lizzie, me, lan Turvey and Michael
Dillow sharing a room at the venue (our Lord knew what He was doing) and
allowed us to have some very frank and open discussions about our feelings
on the branch, on CMA UK and on motorcycle ministry. lan Turvey felt
challenged by a strong feeling of a lack of achievement, especially in people
coming to Christ as their Saviour, and was questioning his direction. The rest
of us were aghast, Michael less so as he had been travelling with lan and this
was not the first time this topic of conversation had arisen, as lan is by far
the most likely out of the four of us to engage people in conversation and
be praying for them within minutes. We did what we felt we could, mostly
by listening and praying, but the answer came from the EMC Rally itself. The
activities there were inspirational and challenging, exactly what we needed,
and clearly Holy Spirit inspired. lan was re-invigorated for motorcycle
ministry, and | was encouraged about holding a ‘Vision & Mission Day". |
discussed my thoughts with Mike and Sandy Fitton who were, as always,
positive, enthusiastic and keen to attend and support. We returned home
much stronger in our conviction that CMA UK was our calling, but we
needed to take everyone with us.

s chainlink@bike.org.uk

CMA Towcester

Invite you to explore

Saturday 21% March 2026
10:00 - 4:00

Tea, coffee and biscuits refreshments provided

Facilitated by Mike and Sandy Fitton

Park Road Baptist Church
Park Road
Rushden
Northamptonshire
NN10 ORG
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Back in the UK Lizzie proposed that we have a Vision & Mission Day in the
August Branch meeting and that is as far as it went for a few months. To be
fair we would mention it in subsequent meetings, but we had our
Remembrance Service to arrange and then it was Christmas. | am pretty sure
lan Turvey kept suggesting we invite more people such as close Christian
biker friends and Bedford Branch. So, | did. After Christmas the opportunity
to have a meeting was once again brought up and | decided to try harder.
Thankfully our Lord stepped in again and | got invited to Bedford Branch’s
AGM. | don't like to go into anything cold, so | went along to a Bedford
monthly meeting to get a feel for things. The feeling | got was that Bedford
were stuck and in as much need of help as | thought Towcester was.
(Bedford had been talking to us for a few months and had been at our
Remembrance Service.) | came away from that meeting with the strong
feeling that the branch may well close at it's AGM. | re-invited them to the
‘Towcester & Bedford Vision & Mission Day; which still had no venue or date.
I had been to a Baptist Church organised seminar at lan Turvey’s church and
that looked like an ideal venue; Bedford kindly offered two alternative venue
proposals, one of which was Keith and Annie Sanders church in Rushden.
Lizzie took on the chasing of venues; | was overwhelmed with hope and
optimism and invited Thames Valley Branch and Adam Baker (our Regional
Rep.) and they all said ‘yes' At the Bedford AGM in March they decided to
keep going for one more year in the hope that the ‘Towcester & Bedford &
Thames Valley Vision & Mission Day’ would help them as well.

Mike and Sandy shared dates they were available and we agreed on
Saturday 215t March 2026.

We ended up at Park Road Baptist Church, Rushden because it had the best
parking, meeting spaces and kitchen facilities. It was within our budget; we
had Keith'’s inside knowledge for getting things arranged and it was exactly
what we were looking for. The only downside, and it did give me much
concern at the time, was that it was much further for Thames Valley Branch
to travel than our original preference of Stony Stratford. | needn’t have
worried - they were not going to let a few more miles keep them away.

Hurrah, we had a date, we had a venue and, thanks to Lizzie, we had a
poster. Nothing was going to stop us now!

[What happened next will be in Part 2] ¥
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Network Norwich News
Report by Pete Elwick, photo by Keith Morris

Scores of Christian
bikers gather in
Norwich

Up to 80 leather-clad Christian motorcyclists gathered
in Norwich on April 17" for the Christian Motorcyclists’
Association's (CMA) AGM and Fellowship Weekend.
Norwich member Pete Elwick reports.

The CMA’s AGM was held at Gateway Vineyard’s Chapel
venue in Hellesdon, Norwich and saw attendees from all
four corners of the isle, from Scotland, Wales, Devon
and Cornwall as well as all points in between. The first
thing on the agenda was a Rideout organised by myself,
around the Norfolk countryside visiting Coltishall, North
Walsham and Aylsham.
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There was a photo opportunity in front of
Blickling Hall before venturing off to Blackham
Station Café in Reepham for lunch. Riders then
made their own way back to the Chapel in
preparation for worship at 1:30 and the start of
the AGM itself at 2pm. Mike Fitton, the
Chairman of the National CMA brought a word
of encouragement from the Bible to the
meeting. There were 81 members of the
organisation able to vote at the AGM and
numbers were bolstered further by supporters
and friends who have a passion for
motorcycling and sharing the gospel with fellow
bikers and scooterists.

This year it was the turn of Norfolk Branch to
host the annual event, with chairman Alan
Brenkley overseeing the organisation. When the
AGM meeting had concluded, people either
grabbed a takeaway and stayed around until the
start of the quiz night or decided it was time to
journey home. Every member of the Norfolk
Branch contributed a round of questions to the
quiz with Question Master Adam Baker keeping
a tight hold of proceedings. The branch is very
grateful to Gateway Vineyard Christian
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Fellowship for allowing the use of the Chapel for
this event.

The following Sunday morning saw approximately
20 riders and other members of the CMA attend
the church service at Gateway Vineyard’s Central
venue at the Norwich High School for Girls. Bikes
were lined up by the entrance and leather jackets
with large white crosses on the back were much
in evidence in the congregation.

CMA in Norfolk

The CMA in Norfolk has a tremendous mission
field with bike meetings at Old Buckenham and
Whitwell amongst others. Outreaches at the
Norwich City Bike Park have all resulted in good
conversations where we have shared our faith.
We also attend members’ churches to support the
member and congregation of the church. We
have been invited to speak at church services
and welcome this opportunity as members of the
congregations have invited their biker friends.
Our monthly meetings are usually on a Tuesday
evening at various locations around Norfolk,
usually at member’s homes. ¥

Rideouts are common but usually quickly
arranged due to availability as the group has a
combination of retired and working members. ¢




Review Rally

Martin Cullum, North Essex Twig

Well, pushing through the working week.

Then home, checking over the trusty
Honda 400/4 over a couple of evenings,
chain adjusted and lubed. QOil, brake fluid
and tyres checked and nip out to fill fuel
tank to the brim.

Tank bag on and throw-overs secured,
rear rack stacked with tent, sleeping bags
and ground sheet.

Hoping the weather would be dry
although chilly for the Review Rally, Spring Romp at Tutbury Castle, Burton on Trent. Left work
a bit early to meet up with Chester the Molester, Club Chairman, for four hours ride from
Suffolk, transport café stop on As for food and warm-up and a quick glove dry under the toilet
hand dryers.

Arrived on site, warm greeting by all. Catchup with some friendly faces. The Guv’nor Les
Lumps, Phil the Spill, The Nighthawks, Barrel Bikers, etc., a small contingent from Europe.

Tent set up and sorted. OK, now down to business. Walked the 5 minutes to local hostelry and
hit the bar. Five minute walk there, was a fifteen minute stagger back.

Saturday morning pewter pint mug in hand searching for pint of coffee from food van and
bacon roll.

Saturday rideout. Supermarket. Crate of beer and bottle of spirits. Passed out by 6pm, came
round about 10pm and straight down to the pub again, etc., etc.

Sounds familiar folks? If not you have been very fortunate.
In the Bible, 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 reads:

‘So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new
is here!

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation:

that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins
against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through
us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf:
Be reconciled to God.

God made him who had no sin to be sin
for us, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.’

If like me we consider our past and forget
how far we have come. That prompting from
the Holy Spirit checks us at times of
challenge so we don't fall back into our old
selves and the life we occupied.

| thank God for the protection and
intervention when tempted.

God's richest blessings to all ¢

[In the mid 80’s, Martin was in the A45 MCC,
arally club - Ed.]
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Quinta - A Different Perspective

Chris Houghton, Lakes & Lancs Branch

I've been going to The Quinta for probably close to a decade,
either with my church or at the CMA National Rally events.

I've always found it to be a unique place, offering a
different perspective on ‘being with’ God. I have been
repeatedly blessed in the place. An essential element in my
appreciation of Quinta has been the way that repeatedly
my time there has facilitated new insights on my faith.

My past is varied but needless to say that in my late teens
I did a foundation course in Art and Design and ended
up doing a BA Hons in glass design technology and
being a glassblower. So being ‘arty’ and ‘creative’ has
been integral to my understanding of the world that God
has created. He has blessed me to minister in weird ways
in the lives of His people.

So, what? Yes, my artistic style is quite unique.

realism. Okay, so you may say I'm a bit weird, but then to
follow Jesus can lead us to weird places in life and He
calls us to be weird by this world’s standards. To be a
Christian is to be weird in the world’s eyes.

God repeatedly challenges how I see His creation and He
demands that I share the weird self sacrificing love of
Jesus His Son.

As it’s in my sketchbook, please don’t copy E

This is my representation of the main house entrance at it without asking my permission. E!
Quinta. It’s a very ‘different’ perception from photo E .

The Quinta
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Branch (North Yorkshire Vales and Dales). On February 17

this year we had a fantastic night at the King Pin Bowling
Centre in Northallerton. Most of our branch members were present
(13). We also had a guest — our chairman’s decorator! He just
happened to be a biker and wanted to come along. It was great fun
and very competitive! We had many strikes and half strikes followed
by loud cheers! Some of us also tried very hard to get the bowls
down the gutter alley! This also encouraged good hearted ‘oops’ and
‘ahhs’. Jonathon and Lee were neck and neck on the score board.
There were many laughs and great banter, we had a wonderful time
of fellowship and friendship.

I I ello all, my name is Lee Jones. | am the secretary for NYVD

NYVD Branch e —

Fantastic Night Out et wice: =

month, once on
Lee Jones, NYVD Branch the 1% Tuesday

and once on the
3 Tuesday of each month. We aim to have a social evening as often
as possible as well as a branch business meeting each month. We

TEIETITTo[T

r_
love meeting together. Our friendships are built up each time we =
meet. | love the scripture: ‘Behold how good and pleasant it is when %
God’s people live together in unity...for there the Lord bestows his =

blessing, even life evermore’. (Psalm 133:1)

We are truly blessed. God is good. ¥

@kingplnbow! 1

24 chainlink@bike.org.uk spring 2026

NYVD Branch News

Rob Oates
Geordie HOG Memorial Ride

This year's Geordie Chapter Harley Owners Group past
members’ Memorial Ride finished at Durham Cathedral.

The day started with over seventy Harley Davidson
motorcycles meeting up at Consett and then riding a
roundabout route through the Northumberland
countryside, with amazing views as well as some
blustery, sunny & showery weather.

The Geordie Chapter then rode into Durham City and up
to the Cathedral where they parked up ready for a
photo opportunity, before Rob Oates (CMA North
Yorkshire Vales & Dales Branch) delivered a late Easter
message of hope and the love of Jesus, who broke the
sting of death for us by his sacrifice on the Cross.

After the role call of the past members, over eighty
prayer cards and one Biker Bible were given out.

(Spot the Cross amongst all the bikers!) ¥

Our Pauline

Pauline Lowery has been our Branch
Secretary for over 18 years, before she stood
down at the start of this year.

So, at our last Branch meeting, we had a little
appreciation award for her which | presented
to her as you can see in this picture.

Thanks Pauline, for all you have done for our
Branch and our members over the years. ¥
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hen I was in my
"\ ; late teens in the
early 1980s, I

rode a silver Yamaha
XS250, the second, and
by far biggest bike that I
had ever owned. This
was my daily commute
within East London from
my digs to North East
London Poly, and
actually my only form of
powered transport. It’s
what I rode with Andy
Clarke, Rose and others
in the CMA around
Hertford-shire and
Bedfordshire back then
too.

Skid Lid

lan Turvey, Towcester Branch

One summer I supplemented my student
grant by doing despatch riding, from Angel
Islington, and had a daily commute from
the family home in Ampthill, Bedfordshire,
via the M1 rush hour.

One glorious summer morning, I set off
around 6.30am, but hit the usual stop-start,
concertina traffic problems down near
Scratchwood Services (London Gateway
since the early 1990s). I was in the ‘fast’
lane — which wasn’t, but when the traffic
started, it soon sped up. I was following a
van, an old white Ford Transit, and keeping
up nicely as we accelerated back up to
7omph. Suddenly, I saw smoke billowing
from the back wheels of the van. I could
make out red brake lights, and realised, a
bit too late, that he was doing an emergency
stop. I hit my brakes, which were not the
best, and decelerated as best I could.
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Everything went into slow motion — I was
aware that all of the traffic around me was
stopping very quickly, especially the van in
front, much faster than I was. I remember
hitting the rear of it, at speed. I remember
looking down at it as I flew over it, I
remember hitting the road, face down, and
my visor being ripped off my lid. I
remember thinking “I’m still conscious, but
I’'m in the outside lane of the M1 in rush
hour. I need to get out of here fast”. As
soon as I could I rolled into the central
gutter and grabbed the crash barrier as
tightly as I could, well aware that the van
and rest of the rush hour traffic was coming
up behind me.

The van driver got out, ran past my bike (to
this day I have no idea how that ended up
in front of the van!) and said to me “Thank
God you are alive, I thought you were dead,
let me help you”. He helped me up, and
with some other motorists dragged my poor
bike to the hard shoulder, where I sat. I
remember also thanking God that I was still
alive, and then the driver and I laughed
together, a bit of a mixture of shock and joy
I think. I was, and remain very thankful for
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what I am certain was a life-saving miracle
from God — I walked away from that with
nothing more than a wrecked bike and a few
bruises.

My jacket, jeans and gloves were quite
shredded, but had done their job. The
lid had served its purpose too, but my
mum and dad decided to keep it as it
was part of my miraculous survival. I
now completely understood why
helmets were known as ‘Skid Lids’!

Some years ago after my dad died, we
were clearing out his house, and I
found the lid in his cellar, it was
literally falling apart. He had also kept
my replacement lid. That’s it on the
right on top of a cabinet in our dining
room at home today.

This made me think about the Full
Armour of God, part of the free gifts
that He gives us if we choose to accept
Jesus into our lives as our Saviour. You
can read about all of that armour—I
believe it’s based on that of a soldier of
the time, most likely a Roman
Legionnaire—in Ephesians chapter 6 vs
10-18 (it’s page 336 in the Biker Bible).
And guess what, the helmet in that
armour is called the Helmet of
Salvation, God’s saving power.

That day back in the early 80s, in the
M1 rush hour, my ‘skid lid’ became my
‘Helmet of Salvation’ in a very real and
tangible way.

If you know Jesus, I believe that this is
truth for you too. Check your armour
daily, much as you would check your
riding kit before setting off. If you do
not know Jesus, you can have your own
armour too. But, it comes at a great
cost. Thankfully, Jesus gave His life
freely for us all on the Cross that first
Easter, paying the price for me and for
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you in full, so it’s now completely free,
along with your salvation!

What’s stopping you exploring Jesus and
Christianity for yourself right now? ¥
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A Series of God-Instances

Bike packed, car loaded with 100 litres of

milk, trailer picked up and on site. |
arrived on the Friday after work and almost
immediately fell into conversation with a
couple in Holy Joe’s. We see Pat and John at
every MAG rally and consider them friends,
even though we only know their first names
and the town they are from. They are
Christians and we always enjoy chatting to
them. He shared with me that they had both
had some health concerns in the past year but
at 80, he really couldn’t complain much. They
wandered off about 8.30pm and | finished my

Into the Valley
2026

Kate Moore, SYNL Branch

S o the first rally of the year was upon us.

shift at midnight. The following morning, as |
was making bacon butties for the troops, |
heard someone say that there had been a
medical emergency in Holy Joe’s, and they
thought he was called John. You know when
you just know? Once | was down in the tent, |
tried to find out what had happened, but no
one really knew. | went across to their tent but
no one nearby knew anything either.

Later in the day just before our shift at 12,
Sharon came on site. This was her first rally
since rejoining CMA and she was nervous.
Also, another group were on site that she had
previously had a run in with and she was
nervous about meeting them or them coming
in to Holy Joe’s.
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“Come on,” | said; “Let’s go over and speak to
them. At least then you will have seen them”.
She agreed and we set off across the field. As
we came past the food vans, we walked
straight into Pat, who was with one of the First
Aid volunteers. She burst into tears in my arms
and we were able to pray with her. We went to
the stand and then continued across the field
to see John, as Pat had said he was sitting in
the sun and she was going to buy food for him.
He was very shaky so we prayed with him too.

Back to Holy Joe’s and on shift from 12-8pm.
When we were quiet a bit later | went back to
First Aid to see how they were and was told
they were taking him into hospital. Again, Pat
was able to cry in my arms.

After | got back to HJ’s a chap came in who
used to be a member of CMA some years ago. |
knew he and his wife lived in Driffield and
asked after her, to be told she had been at the
rally yesterday but was not well enough to
come today and he had been dropped on site
by a neighbour but didn’t know how he was to
get home so | offered to take him. He accepted
and we arranged a time. When we walked
across to the car park | noticed he was
struggling so left him at the field gate while |
got the car. As | stopped for him to getin, a
couple approached him and the lady screamed
at him, “You are roundabout man, aren’t you?”
He admitted that he was (he stands on the
roundabout near their home waving at people
most days) “Don’t ever stop, you make us all
so happy and the kids love you!”

Yet another God-instance.

Once | had dropped him off and had a cuppa
with them, | returned to my shift (it was as
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well we had plenty of willing volunteers). Later, after | had
finished, | decided to see if | could find anyone who would let
me know how John and Pat were moving forwards. | found the
first aid volunteers who told me | needed to speak to Andy, the
MAG Marshall, and pointed him out in the distance. When |
reached him, he turned out to be called Tim and knew nothing
of Pat and John. In desperation | left my details at event control
and asked if they heard anything to please let me know. The
following morning it was really wet. Simon went on shift from
4-8am while | tried to get some more sleep. About 6am, | woke
with a start to find myself sleeping in a lake! Our brand new
tent, purchased last August but not used until now had leaked
and leaked badly. With the help of the lovely Brian from
Gloucester, | managed to take down and pack all the soaking
wet stuff in the car. | then went down to HJ’s to dry out. Bear in
mind | wouldn’t have been there at that time of the morning if
it weren’t for the flood. The First Aiders came in for coffee and
| exchanged numbers with them. | also told them that | had
been unable to find Andy the previous evening. “He’s sitting
behind you,” they told me. Another God-instance!

The final answer to prayer was when we took the tent back to
where we had purchased it from yesterday and they gave us a
full refund, even though we had purchased it last August. What
a great God we serve.

John and Pat arrived home late Saturday night collected by
their daughter and the MAG people packed all their stuff up
and rode their outfit home for them. ¢
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It is God who
works in you
to will and to
act according
to His good
purpose.

Philippians 2:13

And we
know that all
things work
together for
good to them

that love
God, to them
who are the
called
according to
his purpose.

Romans 8:28

The steps of
a good man
are ordered
by the LORD,
And He
delights in
his way.

Psalms 37:23
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Restored Soul

Bob Hughes-Burton,
North Wales Branch

Hi, my name is Robert although you all know me
as Bob. Please never change it to Robert. Most of
you that know me, know that my hobby is

Amateur Radio (NOT CB).

However, my passion in life and a way of living is
and has been for many years now motorcycling.

This passion has taken me down many
roads, from off-road riding to riding
custom machines, British, Italian, German
and yes, American. The most pleasure |
got from any one machine was a British V
Twin of 1000cc. | acquired it as a barn find
whilst clearing a barn which | was
eventually going to rewire as the owner
was re-purposing the barn. The machine
was a Brough Superior and it was a
project of some 18 months to get back to
riding standard.

After getting her back to a standard for
passing an MOT back in 1982, two days
later | rode it to the Stafford Classic Bike
Show where she was sold for a lot more
than | paid. She now rests in a motorcycle
museum somewhere near New Milton.

During time of renovating her | got to
meet many people who helped me with
the rebuild and general advice. One of
those people was a Radio Amateur and he
was a man who could out-talk me. Well,
we drifted apart over the years as does
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happen and | forgot about him and our
friendship.

God does some incredible things, His
wonders to perform. | received an email
early this year, just after New Year, from a
gentleman saying, “Hi Robert (Bob, by
now, I’'d imagine) you have most probably
forgotten me, but we met a few years
back whilst you were restoring a Brough
Superior and | was able to assist and help
you on a few occasions”.

Many things were spoken of between us,
mostly by me. | knew straightaway who he
was.

“Bob the reason for the contact is simple, |
wish to inform you that we are going to
the same final destination, YES, like you, |
AM BORN AGAIN. | got to know some
blokes who invited me to a talk about
motorcycling and differences between
today and my time as a rider. It turned out
to be a talk about motorcycling and
Christianity.”
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He could not remember the name of the
people talking but they were from up
north, somewhere near Preston.

“During the presentation they showed
some pictures on a screen via a computer
and one of those pictures showed a man
on a V twin motorcycle (not a Brough). It
was a Suzuki, but that was a face |
recognised instantly — you.

Brough S

“To hear the news that you had heard the
call of Jesus and you too were now born
again filled me with emotion and | cried
with joy for many hours.”

So two lost souls who knew each other for
vastly different reasons in the terms of
Christian outreach are now brought
together through the outreach of CMA
and God reaching our hearts. @
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uperior

I love a man Called Jesus,

My soul he saved from decay.
His friend betrayed him cheaply,

As Pharisees had their sway.

Pilate was undecided,

Martin Cullum,

For Romans to take him away.

North Essex TWIQ On a cross he hung and died for me,
My life he saved that day.

Heaven awaits the believer.

Call on his name while you may.

The righteous will live in his presence .
Jesus Christ, the only Way. ¥
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Christian Leadership

Tanas Algassis, Thames Valley Branch

Christian Leadership: Serving, Following, and Leading with Integrity

When | think about Christian leadership, | don’t
see it as a title or a position, it’s a responsibility
that every believer carries. It’s not about being
in charge; it’s about how we live, how we treat
people, and how closely we reflect Christ in our
daily walk. Leadership, in the Christian sense,
starts with service, is shaped by humility, and is

sustained by integrity.

Servant Leadership

To me, servant leadership is the foundation
of everything. Jesus made it clear in Matthew
20:26-28 that greatness in God’s kingdom
looks very different from what the world
teaches. He said that whoever wants to be
great must become a servant. That
challenges me, because it means leadership
isn’t about recognition, it’s about sacrifice.

One of the most powerful images of this is
when Jesus washed His disciples’ feet (John
13:12-15). That wasn’t just a kind gesture; it
was a statement. If He, being Lord, could
humble Himself to serve, then | have no
excuse not to do the same. Real leadership is
found in the willingness to serve others, even
when it’s uncomfortable or unnoticed.

Humility and Humbleness

I’ve come to realise that humility isn’t
optional in leadership, It’s essential.
Philippians 2:3-4 reminds me to value others
above myself and to put aside selfish
ambition. That’s not always easy, especially
when pride tries to creep in.

Jesus is the perfect example. Even though He
had all authority, He chose to humble Himself
(Philippians 2:5-8). That kind of humility
speaks louder than any words ever could.

For me, being humble means staying
teachable, admitting when I’m wrong, and
not thinking more highly of myself than |
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should. It means understanding that
everything | have and everything | am comes
from God.

We Are All Leaders and Followers

One thing I’ve learned is that we’re all
leaders, and at the same time, we’re all
followers. Whether we realise it or not,
someone is always watching how we live. At
the same time, we are called to follow Christ
and respect the authority He has placed in
our lives.

As a follower, | know | need to be courageous
and supportive. Joshua 1:9 reminds me to be
strong and courageous, and Hebrews 13:17
speaks about trusting and supporting those
who lead. Being a good follower doesn’t
mean being passive, it means standing firm in
truth and supporting with integrity.

As a leader, | have to lead by example. 1
Timothy 4:12 challenges me to set the
standard in how | speak, act, love, and live.
People won’t follow what | say if it doesn’t
match how I live.

The Dangers We Face

Leadership isn’t without its challenges. One
of the biggest struggles | see is the influence
of others. 1 Corinthians 15:33 warns that bad
company corrupts good character. That’s
real. If I’m not careful, | can be influenced by
the wrong voices.
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King Saul is a clear example. He admitted in 1
Samuel 15:24 that he disobeyed God because
he feared the people. That hits hard, because
it shows how easy it is to compromise when
we care more about approval than
obedience.

Anger is another issue | have to guard
against. James 1:19-20 reminds me to be slow
to anger because it doesn’t produce the
righteousness God wants. If | let anger
control me, | risk damaging relationships and
losing credibility.

Integrity and authenticity matter. If I’m not
consistent, if who | am in private doesn’t
match who | am in public, then my leadership
loses its value.

Winning People Over

| believe leadership is about winning people
over, not pushing them away. Proverbs 16:21
talks about how gracious words promote
instruction. That means how | speak matters
just as much as what | say.

Jesus didn’t lead by force, He led with
compassion and truth. When Peter failed,
Jesus didn’t reject him. Instead, He restored
him in John 21:15-17. That’s the kind of
leadership | want to reflect, one that builds
people up instead of tearing them down.

If I’'m harsh, prideful, or unwilling to listen,
I’ll end up alienating people. But if | lead with
grace, patience, and understanding, | can
build trust and unity.

Final Thoughts

Christian leadership, to me, is a daily
commitment. It’s choosing to serve when it’s
hard, to stay humble when | could be
prideful, and to lead with integrity even
when no one is watching.

It’s also remembering that I’m not just a
leader, I’'m a follower first. | follow Christ,
and everything | do should reflect Him.

At the end of the day, leadership isn’t about
being seen, it’s about being faithful.
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Riding with Invisible Wounds -

Stephen Hughes-Burton, North Wales Branch - &

Riding with Invisible Wounds (Part 1l):
When the Battle Follows You Off the Bike

The road has a way of holding things
together.

Out there, with the engine beneath you
and the horizon ahead, the noise quiets.
The weight shifts. For a while, the pain—
physical, emotional, spiritual—falls into
rhythm with the ride. It doesn’t
disappear, but it makes more sense
somehow. There’s order to it. There’s
movement.

But eventually, the ride ends.

And that’s where a different kind of
struggle begins.

Because invisible wounds don’t stay
parked with the bike. They follow you
into the everyday—the ordinary moments
that most people move through without a
second thought. Getting out of bed can
feel like climbing a mountain when your
body is at war with itself. A simple
conversation can become a minefield
when your mind is already overloaded.
Even joy—real, genuine joy—can feel
distant, like something you remember
more than something you experience.

For some of us, pain isn’t just an event.
It’s a constant companion.

It shows up in missed plans and last-
minute cancellations that others might
not understand. It looks like silence in
group settings—not from disinterest, but
from overwhelm. It’s the hesitation
before answering a message, the
exhaustion after a social gathering, the
internal calculation of whether you have
enough strength—mentally or
physically—to get through the next hour.

And then there’s the misunderstanding.

Not always intentional. Often subtle. But
it cuts deep.
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It’s the look that says, “You seemed fine
yesterday.”

The comment that implies, “Maybe you’re
overthinking it.”

The well-meaning advice that lands like
pressure instead of support.

When your struggle isn’t visible, it can be
easy for others to measure you by what
they see instead of what you carry. And
when that happens repeatedly, it can lead
to something heavier than pain itself:
isolation.

You start to question whether it’s worth
explaining.

You wonder if being honest will just make
things harder.

So you adapt. You minimize. You push
through.

And sometimes, you push too far.

That’s where things can get dangerous—
not always in obvious ways, but in quiet
ones. In the slow wearing down of the
spirit. In the moments where coping
starts to shift into survival, and survival
starts to blur into something darker.

Not because you want to be there—but
because you’re tired.

Tired of explaining.

Tired of holding it together.

Tired of fighting a battle that no one else
can see.
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And for some, the struggle doesn’t stop
with the pain itself—it can follow into
places that are meant to bring healing.

Not every church experience feels like
refuge. At times, the teaching we hear
may not fully reflect the grace and
compassion of Christ. Sometimes the
message can feel more like pressure than
peace—more about fixing ourselves than
being met where we are.

And that can be difficult.

Because when you’re already carrying
unseen battles, the last thing you need is
to feel as though you’re falling short
spiritually as well.

So sometimes, people step back.

Not from Christ—but from environments
where they are still searching for truth,
for grace, for a place where they can
grow and heal. From spaces where
honesty may feel difficult, instead of
welcomed.

And that distance can feel like another
kind of loss.

But a desire for truth is not failure—it’s
faith at work. Learning to recognise what
aligns with God’s Word and His character
is part of spiritual growth.

Because even when people fall short,
Christ never does.

And even here—especially here—grace
still reaches.

Christ doesn’t just meet us on the open
road, in the freedom and clarity. He
meets us in the clutter of daily life. In the
dishes left undone. In the unanswered
messages. In the quiet moments where
we feel like we’re falling behind in a
world that keeps moving.

Psalm 34:18 reminds us, “The Lord is close
to the brokenhearted and saves those
who are crushed in spirit.” Not those who
have it all together. Not those who can
keep up appearances. The broken. The
worn down. The ones barely holding on.
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That means the everyday struggle
matters.

It’s seen.

It’s known.

And it’s not something you have to carry
alone.

As a brotherhood and sisterhood, this is
where our calling deepens. It’s one thing
to ride alongside someone on a sunny
day. It’s another to walk with them
through the ordinary, difficult, unseen
parts of life.

Sometimes that looks like patience when
someone can’t show up the way you
expect.

Sometimes it’s choosing to listen instead
of fix.

Sometimes it’s simply staying—being
present—without needing to fully
understand.

Because love doesn’t require full
understanding to be real.

It just requires willingness.

So if the road is where you feel strongest,
but everyday life is where you struggle
most—you’re not failing. You’re human.
You’re fighting a battle that takes
courage most people never have to
consider.

And if today isn’t a riding day—if today is
a “just get through it” day—that counts
too.

Every step. Every breath. Every quiet
victory—it all matters.

So keep going, even when the pace slows.
Keep reaching, even when it feels like no
one sees.

Keep trusting that the same grace that
carries you down the open road is
walking with you through the narrow
spaces of everyday life.

Because the journey doesn’t end when
the engine stops.

And neither does the grace that sustains
you. ¥
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Into The Valley (MAG Rally 2026)

Dave Finan, NYM&C Branch

Driffield Showground East Riding of Yorkshire

An overview of the event

Always a time of expectation and anticipation as the date in early
May approaches each year for this early motorcycle season rally,
organised by Motorcycle Action Group East Yorkshire.

| have been involved in facilitating Holy Joe’s for over 18 years at
this event, and even though it has moved to various sites over the
years the atmosphere is great. Usually around 1,500 people on site
with unpredictable weather, it is a blessing to serve others at this
event. It is currently put together by South Yorkshire and North
Lincs Branch.

Every year God brings in new workers to help out; CMA members
and supporters all from different branches coming to serve and
share their faith. It is always a time of refreshing as well as sowing
seeds. Being able to pray for one another, praying with bikers who
are in need and have ailments, and knowing that God is already
working ahead of all that we can do!

Holy Joe’s is holy ground and many customers comment on the
peace in the place and how safe they feel within this tent. This
year we shared testimonies (typed and laminated) for customers to
read, simple but effective.

There are always challenges, those who come in to challenge their
perception of our Christian faith, some using scientific reasoning,
others taking a Darwinistic view, and some trying to show how
angry they are with God for their hurt and pain. Jesus is always in
the dialogue and we let him lead and give us the words to say; it’s
about relationship and not religion.

Whether sowing seeds, fertilising the ground or reaping a harvest,
each one of us has a purpose to fulfil that only we can.

If you have never served in a Holy Joe’s, | would encourage you to
give it a go. It is humbling, at times exhausting but never dull. My
thanks to all who helped to make this year’s event so successful. T
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Heavens Roar

Stephanie Thomas, Hants & Dorset Branch

My Testimony

I didn’t go through hell to come out

silent, passive or meek .
Pve been set on fire

| have a voice

| have a sound mind today

I carry the roar of heaven inside me
The breath of God in my lungs propelling

me forward

I am not to be messed with, shut down,
pushed aside, interrupted or ignored

I matter to God

I have walked through fire, cried an

ocean of tears,

have been broken, smashed to pieces,
battered and gossiped about

What a mess!

I was totally finished with life, with people

and most of all, with God

But | came to my senses

| had come to the end of myself

| surrendered

| cried out to God
He heard my cry
He called my name
He picked me up

Jesus touched my scars, healing

a lifetime of destruction

He washed me clean

Covering my nakedness with his mercy,

His grace and His love.

So overwhelming

One touch from the King changed

everything for me

Jesus raised me up
To stand upon mountain tops
I carry his oil

| don’t walk through fires anymore, |

carry the fire

| am not exposed
| am not vulnerable

| am SEALED by the fire of God, covered

by the blood of JESUS

Fear runs to hide when | enter a room
Darkness bows down and flees

| don’t fit in anymore
| stand out
Im different!

| make some people uncomfortable

Some people silent
Others to gossip

But! God has vindicated His child

I carry the aroma of Jesus

| change the atmosphere everywhere |

go

I don’t let many lay hands upon me
I don’t give just anyone permission to

speak into my life

| am more than a conqueror
Ready for battle, positioned and alert

| walk in the authority of my King
I am chosen for such a time as this

So don’t mess with me!
| am very valuable to God
I carry Gods anointing

God is on my side

We are a mighty force to be reckoned

with

| am unstoppable
Unmovable
Untouchable
Unshakeable

| am a new creation
Now watch me rise!

Amen

2 Corinthians 5:17
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A very big 'Thank You' to all who have
taken the time and effort to
contribute to this issue of Chainlink. It
has been my pleasure to read through
each of the articles and lay them out
to their best advantage for the reader.

When I was giving my verbal Editor’s
report at the AGM in Norwich, I
shared about three men in the Bible
who had one thing in common:
Moses, King David and Apostle John.

They were all prolific writers:

« Moses wrote the first five
books we have in the Bible as
he was inspired to write by
God.

David wrote from his heart
most of the Psalms we read
and sing.

e John, in exile on the Isle of
Patmos, wrote what he saw and
heard, as instructed by Jesus
Himself.

All of these writings were for our
benefit and indeed, we live by the

Word of God - it's life to those who
have surrendered themselves to Him
and received Jesus as our Saviour.

Your testimony and life story is
unique to you: every story is of
significance and can be an
encouragement, a challenge, a
comfort and a blessing to those with
whom you share it. This is why our
magazine is so useful to us as
members of CMA UK, not just to
provide all the latest news of our
branches, but to share personal life
experiences—good and not so good—
that will inspire, encourage and bless
the rest of us in our walk with the
Lord.

Please keep your articles and photos
coming. I know it may not be easy for
you to put pen to paper (or fingers to
keyboard), but one day there may be
a reward for you that's out of this
world!

Yours in His service,

John

Partners with CMA UK

We are supported by, and support, the following organisations:

Open Doors is an international ministry serving persecuted
Christians and churches worldwide. We supply Bibles,

leadership training, literacy programmes, livelihood support
and advocacy services. We also seek to mobilise the church in

the UK & Ireland to serve Christians living under religious
persecution.

We make Scriptures available where there are
none. We work to help the church engage with
the Bible more effectively. And we endeavour -
through the arts, education, media and politics —
to make the Bible available, accessible and
credible in our culture.

Our Daily Bread

Ministries®

Our mission is to make the life-changing wisdom of
the Bible understandable and accessible to all.

3

WORLD

HORIZONS

World Horizons exisf
and people not yet
not yet planted and
workers not yet seni
based, pioneering, p
mission movement.

OpenDoors

60 years of serving persecuted Christians

For 150 years The Evangelization Society (TES) has served the
UK as a major evangelistic organisation — seeking to see men,
women and children brought into the Kingdom of God.
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Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given to men by which we must be saved:

Acts 4:12
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